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ACT SUMMARY

• Requires public schools and some Cleveland private schools to devote
time on or about Veterans' Day to an observance that conveys the meaning
and significance of that day.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Under the act, each school board must require all district schools to devote
time on or about Veterans' Day to an observance that conveys the meaning and
significance of that day.  This observance must be at least one hour long, except in
schools that schedule class periods of less than an hour.  In those schools, the
observance must be at least one standard class period in length.  The district board
is to determine the specific activities that constitute the observance in each school
after consulting with the school's administrators.  (R.C. 3313.602.)

                                           
* The Legislative Service Commission had not received formal notification of the effective
date at the time this analysis was prepared.
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The requirement applies to all city, local, exempted village, and joint
vocational school districts.  It also applies to "chartered community school
districts" and the "Cleveland Scholarship and Tutoring Program."  The intent
appears to be to apply the requirement to community schools (popularly called
"charter schools," which are individual public schools that operate independently
of school districts) and to the private schools participating in the scholarship
("voucher") pilot project operating in Cleveland.  It is not clear whether the intent
was for community schools and the Cleveland private schools to determine their
own kind of activities or for them to conduct the activities prescribed by the boards
of the school districts where they are located.

COMMENT

Future corrective legislation might be helpful to clarify the intent to require
Veterans' Day observances in community schools and the private schools
participating in any scholarship program.  Corrective legislation also might be
helpful to reconcile a potential conflict between this act and the pre-existing
community school law.  The latter states that only the state laws enumerated in
Revised Code Chapter 3314. apply to community schools.  The new requirement
of this act is not one of them.  However, the statutory rules of construction direct
that in general the latest enactment prevails in the event of a conflict, and that
special laws supersede general laws (R.C. §§ 1.51 and 1.52, not in the act).  Under
both standards, the new requirement of this act would prevail, assuming the term
"chartered community school district" would be construed to mean a community
school and the term "Cleveland Scholarship and Tutoring Program" would be
construed to include any private school registered to accept pilot project
scholarship students.
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