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ACT SUMMARY

• Allows a board of elections to choose to have a reduced number of
ballots prepared for an election.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Background law

The Elections Law requires that boards of elections provide for the delivery
of ballots to polling places (sec. 3501.11(H), not in the act).  Ballots provided for
general and special elections, with the stubs attached, must be bound into tablets
for each precinct.  Formerly and generally under the act, the tablets must contain at
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least 1% more ballots than the total registration in the precinct (secs. 3505.08, not
in the act, and 3505.11).  (See COMMENT.)

Changes proposed by the act

The act authorizes a board of elections to choose to provide ballots on
demand.  If a board so chooses, it must have prepared for each precinct at least 5%
more ballots for an election than the number specified below for that kind of
election (sec. 3505.11(B)(1)):

(1)  For a primary election or a special election held on the day of a primary
election, the total number of electors in that precinct who voted in the primary
election held four years previously;

(2)  For a general election or a special election held on the day of a general
election, the total number of electors in that precinct who voted in the general
election held four years previously;

(3)  For a special election held at any time other than on the day of a
primary or general election, the total number of electors in that precinct who voted
in the most recent primary or general election, whichever of those elections
occurred in the precinct most recently.

If, after the board complies with these requirements, the election officials of
a precinct determine that the precinct will not have enough ballots to enable all the
qualified electors in the precinct who wish to vote at a particular election to do so,
the officials must request that the board provide additional ballots, and the board
must provide enough additional ballots to that precinct in a timely manner so that
all qualified electors in that precinct who wish to vote at that election may do so
(sec. 3505.11(B)(2)).

COMMENT

Although there appears to be no statutory provision that generally requires
that, with regard to ballots provided for a primary election, the tablets for each
precinct contain at least 1% more ballots than the total registration in the precinct,
the Secretary of State historically has instructed boards of elections to provide each
precinct with that many ballots for a primary election.
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