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ACT SUMMARY

• Permits a board of education to renew an existing school district income
tax if the proposed tax rate is no higher than the current tax rate.

• Permits a school district to propose the renewal of more than one
emergency property tax levy in a single ballot measure, even if the levies
to be renewed do not expire in the same year.

• Permits multiple school district nonemergency property taxes levied for
the same purpose to be renewed as one ballot issue.

• Permits renewal of such multiple levies to be placed on the ballot on the
day of a primary election held during the last year of the levy.

• Permits a renewal emergency levy (other than a renewal of multiple levies
as a single issue) to be on a ballot at a special election on the date primary
elections may be held, regardless of whether a primary election is actually
scheduled on that date, but permits renewal of multiple emergency levies
as a single levy to be placed on the ballot only on the same date as a
general or primary election is held.

• Modifies ballot language for various tax levy proposals to indicate the
year, instead of the month and year, that a tax will commence and the first
calendar year in which the tax will be due.
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• Declares an emergency.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Renewing multiple school district emergency levies

(secs. 5705.194 and 5705.197)

Under continuing law, a board of education may impose an emergency levy
for up to five years, and may renew the levy when it expires.  Under prior law, two
or more emergency levies could be renewed as a single levy, but only if they
expired in the same year.  The act permits two or more renewal levies to be
included as a single renewal levy when they are not scheduled to expire in the
same year if the resolution specifies that the existing levies to be renewed will not
be levied after the year that precedes the year in which the renewal levy is first
imposed.  This prevents any overlap so that both the continuing tax and the
renewal tax will not be imposed during the same year.

Under prior law, a resolution for renewal of an emergency levy could be
placed on the ballot only at the general or primary election held during the last
year of the levy to be renewed, or at any election held during the ensuing year.

Under the act, the question may be submitted at any special election held
during the last year the levy is imposed (except on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in February or August) or at any election in the ensuing year.  However,
if the resolution proposes renewing two or more existing levies, the question must
be submitted on the date of the general or primary election held during the last
year at least one of the levies being renewed may be imposed, or at any election
held during the ensuing year.

The act specifies additional ballot language that must be used when
multiple emergency levy renewals are included in one proposed renewal levy.  The
ballot still must reflect the number of levies to be renewed, whether the amount of
any levy will be increased or decreased, and the amount of increase or decrease for
each levy, but now must also reflect that none of the existing levies being renewed
will be levied after the year preceding the year in which the renewal levy is first
imposed.  The ballot must specify the last year in which the current levies will be
collected.

The act also modifies the ballot language to require that the ballot specify
the year (instead of the month and year) that the renewal tax will commence and
the first calendar year in which the tax will be due.
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Renewing multiple school district levies for nonemergency purposes

(secs. 5705.21 and 5705.25)

Under prior law, school boards could renew property taxes levied for any of
a variety of purposes, but they could renew only one levy at a time, and only at the
general election held in the last year the tax was to be levied or at any election
held in the following year.

The act allows school boards to renew two or more property taxes at one
time, as long as the taxes are all levied for the same purpose.  The resolution
proposing the renewal of the taxes must identify the levies being renewed and the
rates at which they are levied, and must specify that the existing levies may not be
extended on the tax lists after the year preceding the year in which the renewal
levy is first imposed, regardless of the years for which those levies originally were
authorized to be levied.  When two or more levies are being renewed, the ballot
language must be modified to reflect that more than one tax is to be renewed, and
the question must be submitted at the primary or general election held in the last
year one of the levies may be levied, or at any election held in the following year.

School district income tax

(secs. 5748.02 and 5748.03)

School boards are authorized to impose income taxes (with voter approval)
for an indefinite period of time or for a specific number of years.  But under prior
law, there was no provision governing the renewal of such taxes upon their
expiration.

The act expressly permits a school board to propose renewal income taxes.
To qualify as a renewal, the proposed tax must take effect upon expiration of the
existing tax and be at the same (or lower) tax rate as the existing tax.  The ballot
language must be modified accordingly, to indicate that the proposed renewal
income tax replaces an existing income tax and to state when the existing tax
expires.

Additional changes in tax levy language

Ballot language

(secs. 133.18, 345.04, 511.28, 1545.21, 5705.192, 5705.251, and 5705.71)

The act modifies the ballot language for the following types of tax levy
proposals:
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(1)  --R.C. 133.18--levy of taxes by political subdivision to pay annual debt
charges on bonds;

(2)  --R.C. 345.04--levy of a tax by a county, township, or municipal
corporation for the purpose of establishing a veterans memorial;

(3)  --R.C. 511.28--proposed tax levy by a township board of park
commissioners for current expenses or to purchase or improve a park or land for a
park;

(4)  --R.C. 1545.21--proposed tax levy by a board of commissioners of a
park district;

(5)  --R.C. 5705.192--proposal by any political subdivision with taxing
authority to replace an existing levy;

(6)  --R.C. 5705.251--either of two types of school district tax proposals
(established by sections 5705.212 or 5705.213, not in the act) which permit the
district electors to authorize taxes with built-in revenue growth for current
expenses over a specified period of years;

(7)  --R.C. 5705.71--a proposal by the electors of a county for a tax
supporting services or facilities for senior citizen services;

(8)  --R.C. 5705.25--a proposal by any political subdivision (including a
school district) for an additional tax or renewal (made pursuant to sec. 5705.19,
not in the act, or sec. 5705.21).

If the tax is to be placed on the current tax list, the act requires the ballot
language for each of these levy proposals to specify the year (instead of the month
and year as required by current law) that the tax will commence and the first
calendar year in which the tax will be due (instead of the year it will be levied, as
required by current law).

Notice requirements

(secs. 133.18 and 5705.251)

Continuing law specifies a notice of election that must be published in a
taxing district in the case of certain tax levies.  The act modifies the notice
requirements for general obligation bond levies and the school district voter-
authorized growth levies (see number (6) above) to reflect the act's ballot language
changes.  In these specified instances, the notice must state the first calendar year
(instead of the month and year) that the tax is expected to be due (instead of when
the tax will be levied).
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Resolution language

(sec. 5705.192)

The act modifies the language that must be included in a resolution a
political subdivision adopts proposing a replacement levy to the electors by
requiring the language to indicate the first calendar year (instead of the month and
year as in current law) that the tax is expected to be due (instead of when it will be
levied).
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