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ACT SUMMARY

• Specifically permits a board of township trustees, at any intersection
where at least one road is a township road, to erect and maintain suitable
signposts showing the names and numbers of the roads and the direction
and distance to any nearby municipal corporation.

• Allows a board of township trustees to purchase or lease and erect and
maintain suitable traffic control devices and traffic control signals at any
intersection where at least one road is a township road.

• If one of the intersecting highways is a state highway:

(1)  Requires the board of township trustees to obtain the
permission of the Director of Transportation before erecting
at the intersection a signpost showing the direction and
distance to a municipal corporation or a traffic control device
or traffic control signal;

                                             
* The Legislative Service Commission had not received formal notification of the effective
date at the time this analysis was prepared.
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(2)  Requires the Department of Transportation to
maintain any traffic control signal erected by the township.

• If one of the intersecting highways is a county road, requires the board of
township trustees to obtain permission of the county engineer of the
county in which the intersection is located before erecting a traffic
control device or traffic control signal.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Background

Public highways of the state are classified as state roads, county roads, and
township roads.  Township roads include all public roads other than state or county
roads.  In general, a board of township trustees is required to maintain all township
roads within the township.  (Sec. 5535.01, not in the act.)

Continuing law requires "local authorities" to place and maintain "traffic
control devices" in accordance with the Department of Transportation's manual
and specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices (sec. 4511.11, not
in the act).  (See COMMENT 1 for definitions of terms in quotes.)  However,
local authorities are prohibited from placing or maintaining a traffic control device
on a state highway, except by permission of the Director of Transportation (sec.
4511.10, not in the act).

A board of township trustees was permitted under prior law to erect and
maintain signposts at intersecting roads if at least one of the roads was a township
road.  The Director of Transportation had to approve the design of the signposts.
The signposts were permitted to show the names and numbers of the roads and the
direction and distance to nearby municipal corporations.  The cost of the signs
were paid from the township road fund.  (Sec. 5571.17, repealed by the act.)

The act

The act allows a board of township trustees to undertake the following
actions in regard to an intersection where at least one road is a township road:

(1)  The board may erect and maintain suitable signposts showing the names
and numbers of the roads and must pay the costs of the signs from the township
road fund (sec. 5571.01(C)).
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(2)  The board may erect and maintain suitable signposts showing the
direction and distance to any nearby municipal corporation and must pay the costs
of the signs from the township road fund (sec. 5571.01(D)).

(3)  The board may purchase or lease and erect and maintain suitable traffic
control devices and traffic control signals.  When purchasing or leasing and
erecting and maintaining traffic control signals and traffic control devices, the
board may expend any moneys that are available to it and that may be legally
expended for those purposes.  (Sec. 5571.01(E).)  (See COMMENT 2.)

Any signpost, traffic control device, or traffic control signal erected and
maintained by the board of township trustees under the act must conform to the
manual and specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices that the
Department of Transportation is required to adopt (sec. 5571.01(C), (D), and (E)).

Additionally, if one of the intersecting highways is a state highway, no
signpost showing the direction and distance to any nearby municipal corporation
and no traffic control device or traffic control signal may be erected at the
intersection without prior permission of the Director of Transportation, as required
by continuing law.  The act requires the Department of Transportation to maintain
any traffic control signal erected by a board of township trustees at an intersection
where one of the intersecting highways is a state highway.  (Sec. 5571.01(F).)

The act also provides that if one of the intersecting highways is a county
road, a board of township trustees cannot erect a traffic control device or traffic
control signal at the intersection without prior permission of the county engineer of
the county in which the intersection is located (sec. 5571.01(G)).

The act repeals the section of prior law that addressed signposts on
township roads but relocates its provisions within the specific grant of authority
created by the act in regard to signposts on township roads (repeal of sec.
5571.17).

COMMENT

1.  The following terms are defined for purposes of the traffic laws found in
Chapter 4511. and 4513. of the Revised Code:

"Local authorities" are defined as "every county, municipal, and other local
board or body having authority to adopt police regulations under the constitution
and laws of this state."  (Sec. 4511.01(AA).)
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"Traffic control devices" are defined as "all flaggers, signs, signals,
markings, and devices placed or erected by authority of a public body or official
having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic,
including signs denoting names of streets and highways."  (Sec. 4511.01(QQ).)

"Traffic control signal" means "any device, whether manually, electrically,
or mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop, to
proceed, to change direction, or not to change direction."  (Sec. 4511.01(RR).)

2.  The terms "traffic control devices" and "traffic control signal" are not
defined by the act.  The definitions set forth under COMMENT 1 are limited to
Chapters 4511. and 4513. of the Revised Code; they do not extend to the
provisions of the act.
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