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BILL SUMMARY

• Provides that a current, valid driver's license, commercial driver's
license, temporary instruction permit, or identification card issued by the
Registrar of Motor Vehicles is sufficient proof of an applicant's Social
Security number for motor vehicle registration purposes and proof that
the applicant's Social Security number is contained in the records of the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles, regardless of whether the Social Security
number is displayed on the license, permit, or card.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Application for a motor vehicle certificate of registration

Current law, generally

Every owner of a motor vehicle must cause to be filed annually a written
application or registration renewal notice for registration of the motor vehicle.  An
application for the registration of a motor vehicle must be made on a blank
furnished by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and must contain all of the following
information (sec. 4503.10(A)):

(1)  A brief description of the motor vehicle to be registered, including the
name of the manufacturer, the factory number of the vehicle, and the year's model;

(2)  The name and residence address of the owner and the township and
municipal corporation in which the owner resides;

(3)  The district of registration, which generally is the municipal corporation
or county in which the owner resides at the time of application or, if the motor
vehicle is used in a business, the municipal corporation in which the business is
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located or, if not in a municipal corporation, the township or county in which it is
located;

(4)  The fact of whether the motor vehicle is a new or used motor vehicle;

(5)  The date of purchase of the motor vehicle;

(6)  Whether the fees required to be paid for the registration or transfer of
the motor vehicle during the preceding registration year and during the preceding
period of the current registration year have been paid;

(7)  The owner's Social Security number, if assigned, or, where a motor
vehicle to be registered is used for hire or principally in connection with any
established business, the owner's federal taxpayer identification number.

An application for motor vehicle registration must be refused if any of the
following specified circumstances apply (sec. 4503.10(B)):

(1)  The application is not in proper form.

(2)  The application is prohibited from being accepted by any of a number
of provisions that operate to that effect (failure to appear pursuant to a traffic
citation, failure to appear after using license as bond, outstanding arrest warrant,
failure to appear for or to pay fine for traffic offense, or three or more unpaid
parking violations bureau judgments);

(3)  When applicable, proper bills of sale, a sworn statement or proper
certificate of ownership, or a certificate of title or memorandum certificate of title
does not accompany the application;

(4)  All registration and transfer fees for the motor vehicle for the preceding
year or the preceding period of the current registration year have not been paid;

(5)  The owner or lessee does not have an inspection certificate for the
motor vehicle as required by the existing motor vehicle emissions program statute
and rules adopted under it, if those provisions are applicable.

Operation of the bill

The bill provides that a current, valid driver's license, commercial driver's
license, temporary instruction permit, or identification card issued by the Registrar
is sufficient proof of an applicant's Social Security number and proof that the
applicant's Social Security number is contained in the records of the Bureau of
Motor Vehicles, regardless of whether the Social Security number is displayed on
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the license, permit, or card.  (See COMMENT.)  Neither the Registrar nor any
deputy registrar may refuse an application solely because the applicant presents
only a current, valid driver's license, commercial driver's license, temporary
instruction permit, or identification card issued by the Registrar as proof of the
applicant's Social Security number.  (Sec. 4503.10(B).)

COMMENT

Under R.C. 4501.31(A), every driver's license, commercial driver's license,
temporary instruction permit, and identification card issued by the Registrar or a
deputy registrar must display the Social Security number of the person to whom
the license, permit, or card is issued unless that person specifically requests that his
Social Security number not be so displayed on the license, permit, or card.  If
federal law requires such a display of the person's Social Security number, it must
be displayed on the license, permit, or card notwithstanding a request to not
display the number.  Since currently there is no such federal requirement, some
Ohio driver's licenses, commercial driver's licenses, temporary instruction permits,
and identification cards do not display the holder's Social Security number.

The Registrar, however, is required by R.C. 4501.31(B) to require every
applicant for a driver's license, temporary instruction permit, commercial driver's
license, or identification card to submit the applicant's Social Security number, if
one has been assigned, and to verify that the number is valid.
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