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BILL SUMMARY

• Specifies that the question on the operation of a proposed satellite racing
facility must be submitted to the electors of the municipal corporation or
unincorporated area of the township in which the facility will be located,
rather than to the electors of the county in which it will be located.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Current law

Approval of satellite facilities

Under current law, each horse racing track in existence on September 27,
1994, generally may establish not more than two satellite facilities at which it may
conduct pari-mutuel wagering on horse races conducted either inside or outside
Ohio and simulcast to the satellite facilities.  The track must receive the approval
of the State Racing Commission and the appropriate local legislative authority
before establishing these satellite facilities.  (Sec. 3769.26(A)(1), not in the bill.)
The "appropriate local legislative authority" is the legislative authority of the
municipal corporation in which the proposed satellite facility will be located or, if
the proposed satellite facility will be located in an unincorporated area, the board
of township trustees of the township in which the unincorporated area is located
(sec. 3769.25(G), not in the bill).

County elections on the operation of satellite facilities

Existing law also authorizes the electors of a county to petition for an
election on the question of whether satellite facilities that receive simulcasts of live
horse races and that conduct wagering on those simulcasts should be prohibited
throughout the county for a period of years, not to exceed five years.  The petition
must be submitted to the board of elections not later than 4 p.m. of the 75th day
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before the day of a primary or general election and generally must be signed by
qualified county electors equal in number to at least 10% of the total number of
votes cast in the county for the office of Governor at the preceding general election
for that office; however, the petition must be signed by at least 500 county
electors.  (Sec. 3769.27(A).)  Once a proposed satellite facility receives the
approval of the appropriate local legislative authority, a petition seeking an
election on such a question is invalid unless the date of signing of each signature
on the petition that is counted to meet the number of required signatures is a date
within 90 days after the date of the appropriate local legislative authority's
approval of the proposed satellite facility (sec. 3769.27(C)).

When the board of elections receives a petition for an election on such a
question and accepts it as valid, it must notify the Commission, and the
Commission cannot approve a satellite facility in that county between the time of
the notification and the day of the general or primary election.  If a majority of the
electors voting on the question vote "yes," the Commission has no jurisdiction
thereafter to approve satellite facilities in the county for the number of years
specified in the petition.  If a majority vote "no," the question cannot be submitted
again to a vote in the county until the expiration of the time set forth in the
petition.  (Sec. 3769.27(B).)

Changes proposed by the bill

The bill requires that the question on the operation of satellite facilities for a
period of years, not to exceed five years, authorized under current law be
submitted to the electors of the municipal corporation, or the unincorporated area
of the township, in which the proposed satellite facility will be located, rather than
to the electors of the county in which the proposed satellite facility will be located.
The petition seeking the election must be signed by a number of qualified electors
of the municipal corporation or the unincorporated area of the township equal in
number to at least 10% of the total number of votes cast in the municipal
corporation or the unincorporated area of the township for the office of Governor
at the preceding general election for that office.  If a majority of the electors voting
on the question vote "yes," the Commission has no jurisdiction thereafter to
approve satellite facilities in the municipal corporation or unincorporated area of
the township for the number of years specified in the petition; if a majority vote
"no," the question cannot be submitted again to a vote in the municipal corporation
or unincorporated area of the township until the expiration of the time set forth in
the petition.  (Sec. 3769.27(A) and (B).)

When the board of elections receives a petition for an election and accepts it
as valid, it must notify the Commission, and the Commission cannot approve a
satellite facility in the municipal corporation or unincorporated area of the
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township between the time of the notification and the day of the general or primary
election.  The bill does not otherwise change existing law, except to remove the
requirement that a petition be signed by at least 500 electors.  (Sec. 3769.27(A),
(B), and (C).)
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