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BILL SUMMARY

• Permits mayor's courts to submit to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles
reports containing the names and addresses of persons for whom an
arrest warrant has been issued by a mayor's court and is outstanding.

• Provides that if such a report is submitted, neither the Registrar nor any
deputy registrar is permitted to do either of the following until the
Registrar receives notification from the mayor's court that there are no
outstanding arrest warrants in the name of the person:  (1) issue a
certificate of registration for a motor vehicle owner or lessee who is
named in the report, or (2) issue to or renew for a person named in the
report a temporary instruction permit or driver's or commercial driver's
license.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Reports from municipal and county courts to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles of
persons who have outstanding arrest warrants in their names

Current law

Current law permits a municipal court or county court, at the court's
discretion, to order the clerk of the court to send to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles
a report containing the name, address, and other information that the Registrar may
require by rule, of any person for whom an arrest warrant has been issued by that
court and is outstanding.

Upon receipt of such a report, the Registrar must enter the information
contained in the report into the records of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.  Neither
the Registrar nor any deputy registrar is permitted to do either of the following
until the Registrar receives notification from the municipal court or county court



Legislative Service Commission -2- H.B. 355

that there are no outstanding arrest warrants in the name of the person:  (1) issue a
certificate of registration for a motor vehicle owner or lessee, when a lessee is
determinable under procedures established by the Registrar, who is named in the
report, or (2) issue a temporary instruction permit or driver's or commercial driver's
license to the person named in the report, or renew the driver's or commercial
driver's license of such person.

In all such cases, the Registrar also is required to send a notice to the person
who is named in the report via regular first class mail sent to the person's last
known address as shown in the records of the Bureau.  The notice must inform the
person that neither the Registrar nor any deputy registrar is permitted to issue a
certificate of registration for a motor vehicle in the name of the person or issue or
renew a temporary instruction permit or driver's or commercial driver's license for
the person until the Registrar receives notification that there are no outstanding
arrest warrants in the name of the person.  (R.C. 4503.13(A) and 4507.091(A).)

A clerk who reports an outstanding arrest warrant immediately must notify
the Registrar when the warrant has been executed and returned to the issuing court
or has been canceled.  The clerk is required to charge and collect from the person
named in the executed or canceled arrest warrant a processing fee of $15 to cover
the costs of the Bureau in administering these provisions.  The clerk transmits
monthly all such processing fees to the Registrar for deposit into the existing State
Bureau of Motor Vehicles Fund.

Upon receipt of such notification, the Registrar must cause the report of that
outstanding arrest warrant to be removed from the records of the Bureau.  If there
are no other outstanding arrest warrants issued by a municipal court or county
court in the name of the person and the person otherwise is eligible to be issued a
certificate of registration for a motor vehicle or a temporary instruction permit or
driver's or commercial driver's license, the Registrar or a deputy registrar may
issue a certificate of registration for a motor vehicle in the name of the person or a
temporary instruction permit or driver's or commercial driver's license to the
person who was named in the executed or canceled arrest warrant.  (R.C.
4503.13(B) and 4507.091(B).)

Operation of the bill

The bill retains all of the above provisions of current law and additionally
permits mayor's courts as well as municipal and county courts to submit to the
Registrar of Motor Vehicles reports containing the names and addresses of persons
for whom an arrest warrant has been issued by a mayor's court and is outstanding.
All of the above-described procedures apply to the mayor's court's report,
including the Registrar's notice to the person who is the subject of the report and
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the denial to that person of motor vehicle registrations and licenses.  (R.C. 4503.13
and 4507.091.)
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