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Allen, Pringle

BILL SUMMARY

• Requires that each school district include the observance of Ohio
Astronauts Day in Ohio history classes on February 20 of each year.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Continuing law requires the board of education of each school district to
prescribe a curriculum.  One of the eight specific areas of instruction that must be
included in the curriculum is "[g]eography, the history of the United States and of
Ohio, and national, state, and local government in the United States."1  The bill
requires the instruction in Ohio history to include the annual observance of "Ohio
Astronauts Day" to recognize the contributions to the national space program of
astronauts who have ties to Ohio.  The bill further provides that Ohio Astronauts
Day must be observed on February 20 of each year, to coincide with the
anniversary of the date that John Glenn piloted "Friendship 7" on the United
States' first piloted orbital mission.  (R.C. 3313.60.)
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1 R.C. 3313.60(A)(2).  The statute also provides that this instruction in geography,
history, and government must provide "a balanced presentation of the relevant
contributions to society of men and women of African, Mexican, Puerto Rican, and
American Indian descent as well as other ethnic and racial groups in Ohio and the
United States."


