
Bill Analysis
Deborah B. McCarthy Legislative Service Commission

H.B. 413
123rd General Assembly

(As Introduced)

Reps. Britton, Allen, Barrett, Boyd, Roberts, Stapleton

BILL SUMMARY

• Makes former state elected officials subject to term limits under the Ohio
Constitution who have eight years of Public Employees Retirement
System (PERS) service credit eligible for any health care coverage provide
by PERS to its retirants.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Background

Health care coverage for PERS retirants

(sec. 145.58)

Under current law, the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) may
provide health care coverage for its retirants.  Unless retirement eligibility was
established before June 13, 1986, a PERS retirant must have at least ten years of
Ohio service credit to be eligible for any health care coverage provided by the
system.  The ten years of service credit may not include credit for out-of-state or
military service purchased after January 29, 1981, credit for exempt service
purchased after May 4, 1992, or credit granted under a retirement incentive
program.  All other purchased service credit is counted to meet the ten-year
requirement, including the additional service credit that may be purchased by
elected officials prior to retirement.  (See COMMENT.)

Term limits for state elected officials

Section 2 of Article II of the Ohio Constitution prohibits a former member
of the General Assembly from holding the office of representative or senator for at
least four years after leaving that office, if the former member has served, in the
case of a representative, four consecutive terms immediately preceding the
departure and, in the case of a senator, two consecutive terms.  Section 2 of Article
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III prohibits an individual holding the office of governor, lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, or auditor of state from
holding that office for longer than two successive terms of four years.

The bill

Under the bill, a state elected official who is subject to term limits under the
Ohio Constitution is eligible with eight years of service credit for any health care
coverage provided by PERS to its retirants.

COMMENT

Under current law, a PERS member who is an elected official may, prior to
retirement, purchase additional service credit of up to 35% of the member's full-
time service as an elected official subsequent to January 1, 1935, as long as the
service was not subject to Social Security (Revised Code section 145.201, not in
the bill).
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