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BILL SUMMARY

• Specifies that a person who is convicted of a felony is incompetent to be a
candidate for or an appointee to an office of honor, trust, or profit.

• Reestablishes a convicted felon's competency to be a candidate for or an
appointee to an office of honor, trust, or profit if the felon's conviction is
reversed or annulled or the felon is granted a full pardon.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Existing law

A person who is convicted of a felony, under the laws of Ohio, any other
state, or the United States generally is incompetent (1) to be an elector, (2) to be a
juror, or (3) to hold an office of honor, trust, or profit.  If the person's conviction is
reversed or annulled, that person is again permitted to be an elector or juror and to
hold an office of honor, trust, or profit.  The full pardon of a felon also restores the
rights and privileges forfeited as a result of the felony conviction, but does not
release the felon from the costs of the conviction unless the pardon so specifies.
(Sec. 2961.01.)

Existing law also provides additional circumstances under which a person
who is convicted of a felony regains competency to be an elector--a grant of
probation, parole, judicial release, conditional pardon, or release under a post-
release control sanction (during the period of the listed grants) and upon the felon's
final discharge.  These additional circumstances do not apply, however, to the
person's competency to be a juror or to hold an office of honor, trust, or profit.
(Sec. 2961.01.)
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Changes proposed by the bill

The bill expands the list of rights and privileges that a person convicted of a
felony forfeits as a result of that conviction.  Under the bill, a person who is
convicted of a felony, in addition to the rights and privileges forfeited under
existing law, is incompetent to be a candidate for or be an appointee to an office
of honor, trust, or profit.  (Sec. 2961.01.)

As under existing law, a felon whose conviction is reversed or annulled or
who is granted a full pardon regains the competency to be a candidate for or be an
appointee to an office of honor, trust, or profit (sec. 2961.01).
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