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BILL SUMMARY

• Prohibits a person wearing a mask or in any manner disguised by unusual
or unnatural attire from remaining or congregating in a public place with
any other person so masked or disguised.

• Prohibits a person from knowingly permitting or aiding any other person
wearing a mask or in any manner disguised by unusual or unnatural attire
to remain or congregate in a public place.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Operation of the bill

The bill prohibits a person wearing a mask or in any manner disguised by
unusual or unnatural attire from remaining or congregating in a public place with
any other person so masked or disguised.  The bill also prohibits a person from
knowingly permitting or aiding any other person wearing a mask or in any manner
disguised by unusual or unnatural attire to remain or congregate in a public place.
A person who violates either prohibition is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.

The bill provides that the first prohibition does not apply to any person
participating in a masquerade or Halloween party or similar entertainment.
However, any person participating in that entertainment is required to comply with
any laws or regulations enacted or adopted by a municipal corporation that apply
to that entertainment and are consistent with the provision enacted by the bill.
(R.C. 2917.51.)



Legislative Service Commission -2- H.B. 521

COMMENT

The bill raises constitutional questions regarding freedom of expression
through symbolic speech and, as part of that question, raises questions of
overbreadth.
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