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BILL SUMMARY

• Permits joint vocational school districts to be licensed as Class C
commercial driver training schools and offer training for a fee in the
operation of trucks, commercial cars, and commercial tractors, trailers,
and semi-trailers to individuals who are not regularly enrolled full-time
students.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Current law

Under current law, "commercial driver training schools" are licensed by the
Director of Public Safety to offer, for a fee or tuition, training and instruction in
the operation of motor vehicles.  The Director's rules categorize a commercial
driver training school as a "Class C" school if it provides training and instruction
in operating (a) trucks, (b) commercial cars, and (c) commercial tractors, trailers,
and semi-trailers.1  Traditional driver education courses offered in high schools are
not subject to licensure, but must follow standards prescribed by the State Board
of Education.2

The bill permits JVSDs to be licensed as Class C schools and offer training only
to nonstudents

(R.C. 4508.01(A)(2) and 4508.09(A))

                                           
1 Ohio Administrative Code § 4501-7-26(C).  Class A schools train individuals to operate
passenger cars; Class B schools train them to operate motorcycles, motorscooters, or
motorized bicycles; and Class D schools are schools located outside Ohio that recruit
and train Ohio residents.  O.A.C. §§ 4501-7-01(Z) and (AA) and 4501-7-26(D).

2 See R.C. 3301.17 and 4508.07, neither in the bill.
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The bill permits joint vocational school districts (JVSDs) to be licensed as
commercial driver training schools, provided they only provide training and
instruction in operating (a) trucks, (b) commercial cars, and (c) commercial
tractors, trailers, and semi-trailers.3  That is, they may only apply to be Class C
schools.  This restriction precludes JVSDs from offering training in the operation
of passenger cars to non-students.  However, the bill does not affect their authority
to offer traditional driver education or commercial vehicle operation to their
regular full-time students (see R.C. 4508.07, not in the bill).

Temporary insurance exemption for JVSDs

(R.C. 4508.09(B))

The Director of Public Safety must issue a license to any JVSD that
complies with all provisions that govern the issuance of a license to a Class C
commercial driver training school.  However, a JVSD need not immediately have
any insurance coverage required under the Director's rules.  If a JVSD meets all
the licensing requirements except for the insurance coverage, the Director
nonetheless must issue the license, but on the condition that the JVSD will obtain
the required coverage and submit proof of it no later than 60 days after the license
is issued.  Current rules require Class C schools to have all of the following types
of coverage for each vehicle used by the school:

(1)  Either (a) $100,000 for death or bodily injury of one person in any one
accident and $300,000 for death or bodily injury of two or more persons in any
one accident, or (b) $500,000 combined single-limit liability coverage;

(2)  $25,000 for injury to property of others in any one accident;

(3)  $5,000 for medical coverage of each occupant; and

(4)  Uninsured motorist coverage in the same amounts as (1) and (2).4
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3 A "commercial car" is defined elsewhere in current law as "any motor vehicle . . . that
is designed and used for carrying freight, or that is used as a commercial tractor."  See
R.C. 4501.01(J), not in the bill.

4 O.A.C. § 4501-7-29(A).
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