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BILL SUMMARY

• Creates a program for the current biennium under which the countywide
emergency management agency in each of the 25 least populous counties
may, if it qualifies, receive a grant of up to $25,000 to be used for any
purpose it wishes.

• Appropriates $500,000 for the program.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

The bill creates a grant program for the current biennium under which the
countywide emergency management agency in each of the 25 least populous
counties (as determined by the most recent federal decennial census) may receive a
grant of up to $25,000 to be used for any purpose the agency wishes.  To be
eligible for the grant, a countywide emergency management agency must employ
at least one permanent full-time employee and must be in compliance with the
chapter of law governing the Department of Public Safety, including the
requirement for professional development training.

The Deputy Director of the Ohio Emergency Management Agency is to
adopt rules under the Administrative Procedure Act setting forth the form and time
limits for counties to petition for the grants.  All petitions are to be processed by
the Deputy Director within 120 days after the effective date of the bill.

The bill appropriates $500,000 for the program.  Any money not distributed
within the 120-day period is to be made available for grants to other countywide
emergency management agencies, and to regional authorities for emergency
management, for special projects that they propose.  The special project grants are
to be awarded by a seven-member committee consisting of the Deputy Director (or
the designee of the Deputy Director), three other employees of the Emergency
Management Agency appointed by the Deputy Director, and three members
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chosen by the organization that represents local emergency management agencies
in the state.
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