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BILL SUMMARY

• Increases the fines for violations of the motor vehicle weight limit law.

• Authorizes a court to suspend the commercial driver's license of a person
who knowingly violates the weight limit law and also allows a court to
suspend the registration of the commercial motor vehicle the person was
operating at the time of the offense.

• Authorizes imprisonment of up to 30 days for motor vehicle weight limit
violations if a vehicle is overweight by more than 3,000 pounds, rather
than 5,000 pounds as under current law.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Fines for motor vehicle weight violations

(sec. 5577.99(A) and (B))

Current law provides a formula for calculating fines for overweight
vehicles.  The formula bases the amount of fines on the amount by which the
vehicle exceeds the established weight limits.  The bill alters the formula so that
the fines are increased as illustrated by the following chart.
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Amount
overweight,

pounds
Fine under current law Fine under the bill

1 to 2,000 $80 $100

2,500 $125 $250

3,000 $130 $300

3,500 $135 $525

4,000 $140 $600

4,500 $145 $900

5,000 $150 $1,000

5,500 $240 $1,375

6,000 $250 $1,500

6,500 $260 $1,625

7,000 $270 $1,750

7,500 $280 $1,875

8,000 $290 $2,000

8,500 $300 $2,125

9,000 $310 $2,250

9,500 $320 $2,375

10,000 $330 $2,500

10,500* $475 $5,250

*The fine for all violations in excess of 10,000 pounds under the bill is 50¢
per pound of overload.  Under current law, the fines at that level increase by $3
per 100 pounds of overload.
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Other penalties

License and registration suspensions

(sec. 5577.99(G))

Under the bill, if a person is charged with a motor vehicle weight violation,
the person must appear in person in the proper court to answer to the charge.  (See
COMMENT.)  In addition to the fines and possible jail time, if the person pleads
or is found guilty of the weight limit violation, the bill authorizes the court to
suspend the person's commercial driver's license (CDL) for up to 90 days if the
judge or jury finds that the person knowingly committed the weight limit violation.
A person whose CDL is suspended under this provision may apply to the Registrar
of Motor Vehicles for a driver's license to operate vehicles other than commercial
motor vehicles during the suspension period, provided the person's CDL is not
suspended or revoked for some other reason as well.  The court must send a copy
of any license suspension order to the Registrar, who must enter the information
into the records of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.

The court also may suspend the registration of the commercial motor
vehicle the person was operating at the time of the license suspension order.

Imprisonment

(sec. 5577.99(A) and (B))

Under current law, if a vehicle is overweight by more than 5,000 pounds,
the violator may be fined as described above, or imprisoned for not more than 30
days, or both.  Under the bill, the possibility of imprisonment arises if a vehicle is
overweight by more than 3,000 pounds.  The length of the possible imprisonment
continues to be not more than 30 days.

COMMENT

Current law generally prohibits specified vehicles from "being operated" on
public streets if the vehicles are in excess of the prescribed weight limits (sec.
5577.02, not in the bill).  It is not clear whether the prohibition applies only to the
driver of the vehicle or whether it also may apply to the company employing the
operator.  Consequently, it is not clear if only the driver would be required to
appear in court, or if a representative of the company would also have to appear.
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