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BILL SUMMARY

• Provides state vocational education payments to community schools.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Background:  weighted funding for vocational education

State funding for vocational education is paid to school districts as an add-
on to base-cost funding.  The additional funding is calculated using "weights,"
which are expressed as a percentage of the base-cost formula amount.  For
example, the weight of 0.60, which is used for job-training and workforce
development programs approved by the Department of Education, means that the
funding for those programs is an additional 60% of the per pupil base-cost formula
amount for each full-time equivalent vocational education student.  (The FY 2000
formula amount is $4,052 per pupil, and 60% of that is $2,431 per pupil.)  Other
vocational education classes are assigned a weight of 0.30.  The state pays a share
of each district's calculated amount, which varies based on the district's property
wealth per pupil.1

Because vocational education weighted funding is calculated on a per-pupil
basis, the amount a school district receives depends on how many students are
enrolled in vocational education programs.  Current law requires that school
districts report their enrollments in vocational education programs on a full-time-
equivalent (FTE) basis.  For example, if a student spends half of his or her time in
vocational education, and the other half in regular classes, the student is to be
counted as one-half student in the vocational education funding formula (but still
as a whole student in the base-cost formula).

                                           
1 See R.C. 3317.014, 3317.02(A), 3317.022(E), and 3317.16(C)(1), not in the bill.
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Vocational education weighted funding for community schools

(R.C. 3314.08 and 3314.13)

Current community school payment procedures

Community schools, popularly called "charter schools," are public schools
that operate independently of any school district.  They receive state funding for
their base costs and their costs for providing special education for disabled
students.  They also can receive state DPIA funds if they serve children whose
families participate in the Ohio Works First public assistance program.
Community school funding flows through a process in which (1) the community
schools' students are counted in the enrollments of their resident school districts,
(2) the districts' state payments are calculated with the community school students
counted in their enrollments, which for most districts (but not all) results in their
being credited with the state funding that the community school students would
have generated for them, and (3) the state deducts the community schools' funds
from the school districts' state payments and pays them to the community schools.

The bill adds vocational education weighted funding

The bill makes state vocational education funding available to community
schools.  The funding is to be calculated with the same 0.60 and 0.30 weights used
for school districts, and is to be paid using the same procedures currently
employed for paying community schools for special education.  As with special
education, the state is to pay community schools the full amount of the calculation.
There is no local share, as community schools have no authority to levy taxes.
The school districts, however, will be credited with only the state share while the
full amount will be deducted from their state payments, as is currently done with
community school special education payments.

Community schools must report enrollment in vocational education
programs, and the payments will be based on, an FTE basis.  They may be paid
only for programs that they provide and that are comparable, as determined by the
state Superintendent of Public Instruction, to school district vocational education
programs and classes that are eligible for state funding.
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