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BILL SUMMARY

Electronic titling

• Allows various actions relating to the titling of, and the creation and
cancellation of security interests in, motor vehicles, off-highway
motorcycles, and all-purpose vehicles to be completed by electronic
means, in addition to the methods authorized by current law (secs.
4501.01(TT), 4505.021, 4505.03, 4505.032, 4505.04, 4505.06, 4505.08,
4505.13, 4505.18, 4519.01, 4519.52, 4519.521, 4519.53, 4519.57,
4519.58, 4519.59, 4519.66, 4519.67, and 4519.68).

• Requires the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to appoint certain motor vehicle
dealers, off-highway motorcycle dealers, and all-purpose dealers as
electronic dealers (secs. 4501.01(SS), 4503.034, 4503.182, and
4519.511).

• Requires the issuance of a physical certificate of title to a motor vehicle,
off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle unless the applicant
specifically requests an electronic certificate of title (secs. 4505.021,
4505.06, 4505.08(F), 4519.512, 4519.521, and 4519.58).

• Requires the Registrar, after consulting with the Automated Title
Processing Board, to determine the hardware and software that clerks
must possess to be able to accomplish transactions by electronic means,
provide that hardware and software to clerks, and pay for that hardware
and software from amounts in the Automated Title Processing Fund (sec.
4505.06(I)).

• Allows the Registrar to use money from the Automated Title Processing
Fund, in accordance with appropriations made by the General Assembly,
to pay expenses related to implementing the bill (sec. 4505.25(C)).
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Limited authority deputy registrars pilot program

• Establishes a pilot program that requires the Registrar of Motor Vehicles
to appoint clerks of courts of common pleas to act as limited authority
deputy registrars (Section 3).

• Provides that each limited authority deputy registrar appointed:  (1) may
conduct only initial and transfer motor vehicle registration transactions
via electronic means, and VIN inspections, in a manner approved in the
rules that the Registrar adopts, (2) is entitled to collect and retain a fee of
$2.25 for each transaction or inspection that the limited authority deputy
registrar conducts, and (3) must collect all fees and taxes that are required
by law and related to these transactions or inspections in a manner
approved by the Registrar (Section 3(A) and (B)).

• Requires the Registrar to make recommendations, not later than 24
months after the bill's effective date, to the Governor, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and President of the Senate regarding the
success of the pilot program and the feasibility of establishing a
permanent system of limited authority deputy registrars (Section 3(C)).

Cross-country titling

• Allows an application for a certificate of title for a motor vehicle, off-
highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle to be filed with any clerk of
any common pleas court rather than only with the clerk of the county in
which the applicant resides or of the county in which the transaction is
consummated as is required by current law, and further authorizes any
clerk to perform certain other actions relating to certificates of title that
existing law permits only the clerk of the county in which the last
certificate of title was issued to perform (secs. 4505.06, 4505.10,
4505.102, 4505.11, 4505.12, 4505.13, 4519.55, 4519.60, 4519.61,
4519.62, and 4519.68).

• Requires that during each calendar month the Registrar pay from the
Automated Title Processing Fund to the certificate of title administration
fund of each county an amount that equals $1.25 for each certificate of
title, $2.50 for each duplicate certificate of title, memorandum certificate
of title, or authorization to print a non-negotiable evidence of ownership,
and $2.50 for each notation of a security interest, lien, or encumbrance on
a certificate of title that involved a motor vehicle, off-highway
motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle and that also involved a resident of
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that county, but for which the fee was paid during the immediately
preceding calendar month to the clerk of the court of common pleas of a
different county (sec. 4505.25).

• Provides that the Registrar make payments only during the two-year
period that begins on the date that fees associated with the documents or
services mentioned in the immediately preceding paragraph are first
payable by a resident of one county to the clerk of common pleas of a
different county (sec. 4505.25(B)).

• Prohibits the common pleas court clerk from retaining a poundage fee
from payments of taxes by a person who does not reside in the clerk's
county, but does authorize the clerk to retain from the taxes paid to the
clerk an amount equal to the poundage fees associated with certificates of
title issued by other clerks of court of common pleas to applicants who
reside in the first clerk's county (sec. 4505.06(B) and (D)).

Legislative Service Commission study

• Requires the Legislative Service Commission to study:  (1) the bill's
effect on customer service in the issuance of certificates of title, and (2)
the bill's fiscal impact, including, but not limited to, the impact on the
collection of state and local permissive sales and use taxes and on
balances in county certificate of title administration funds (Section 4(A)).

• Authorizes the Commission, in conducting the study, to seek the
assistance of state agencies, political subdivisions, and organizations such
as the County Commissioners Association of Ohio, Ohio Clerk of Courts
Association, and Ohio Automobile Dealers Association (Section 4(B)).

• Requires the Commission to provide a written report on the study to the
Governor, Speaker of the House of Representatives, President of the
Senate, and Minority Leaders of the House of Representatives and Senate
not later than 120 days prior to the date on which the payment of funds to
counties for fees collected from their residents by common pleas court
clerks in other counties will end (Section 4(C)).
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