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ACT SUMMARY 

• Prohibits a person, without privilege to do so, from knowingly 
discharging a firearm within 1,000 feet of any school building or of the 
boundaries of any school premises, with the intent to cause physical 
harm, panic, or fear of physical harm to another who is  in the school, in 
the school building, or at a function or activity associated with the school 
or to cause the evacuation of the school, the school building, or a 
function or activity associated with the school.  

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Continuing law 

Continuing law, unchanged by the act, prohibits a person, without privilege 
to do so, from knowingly doing either of the following:  (1) discharging a firearm 
at or into an occupied structure that is a permanent or temporary habitation of any 
individual, or (2) discharging a firearm at, in, or into a "school safety zone" (see 
"Definitions," below).  A person who violates this prohibition is guilty of 
improperly discharging a firearm at or into a habitation or in a school safety zone, 
a felony of the second degree. 
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Neither prohibition applies to any officer, agent, or employee of Ohio, 
another state, or the United States, or to any law enforcement officer, who 
discharges the firearm while acting within the scope of the officer's, agent's, or 
employee's duties.  (R.C. 2923.161.) 

Operation of the act 

The act enacts a new prohibition in R.C. 2923.161 that prohibits a person, 
without privilege to do so, from knowingly discharging a firearm within 1,000 feet 
of any "school building" or of the boundaries of any "school premises" (see 
"Definitions," below), with the intent to do any of the following: 

(1)  Cause physical harm to another who is in the "school," (see 
"Definitions," below) in the school building, or at a function or activity associated 
with the school; 

(2)  Cause panic or fear of physical harm to another who is in the school, in 
the school building, or at a function or activity associated with the school; 

(3)  Cause the evacuation of the school, the school building, or a function or 
activity associated with the school. 

A violation of this new prohibition is a felony of the second degree.  The 
exception described in "Continuing law" applies to the new prohibition. 

The act renames the offense of "improperly discharging a firearm at or into 
a habitation or in a school safety zone" to reflect the new prohibition it enacts.  
Under the act, the offense is named "improperly discharging a firearm at or into a 
habitation, in a school safety zone, or with the intent to cause harm or panic to 
persons in a school, in a school building, or at a school function or the evacuation 
of a school function."  (R.C. 2923.161.) 

Definitions 

Continuing law, unchanged by the act, provides that, as used in R.C. Title 
XXIX: 

(1)  "School safety zone" consists of a "school," "school building," "school 
premises," "school activity," and "school bus," all as defined in (2) to (6), below 
(R.C. 2901.01(C)(1)). 

(2)  "School" means any school operated by a board of education or any 
school for which the State Board of Education prescribes minimum standards 
under R.C. 3301.07, whether or not any instruction, extracurricular activities, or 
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training provided by the school is being conducted at the time a criminal offense is 
committed (R.C. 2901.01(C)(2), by reference to R.C. 2925.01(Q)). 

(3)  "School building" means any building in which any of the instruction, 
extracurricular activities, or training provided by a school is conducted, whether or 
not any instruction, extracurricular activities, or training provided by the school is 
being conducted in the school building at the time a criminal offense is committed 
(R.C. 2901.01(C)(2), by reference to R.C. 2925.01(S)). 

(4)  "School premises" means either of the following:  (a) the parcel of real 
property on which any school is situated, whether or not any instruction, 
extracurricular activities, or training provided by the school is being conducted on 
the premises at the time a criminal offense is committed, or (b) any other parcel of 
real property that is owned or leased by a board of education of a school or the 
governing body of a school for which the State Board of Education prescribes 
minimum standards under R.C. 3301.07 and on which some of the instruction, 
extracurricular activities, or training of the school is conducted, whether or not any 
instruction, extracurricular activities, or training provided by the school is being 
conducted on the parcel of real property at the time a criminal offense is 
committed (R.C. 2901.01(C)(2), by reference to R.C. 2925.01(R)). 

(5)  "School activity" means any activity held under the auspices of a board 
of education of a city, local, exempted village, joint vocational, or cooperative 
education school district, a governing board of an educational service center, or 
the governing body of a school for which the State Board of Education prescribes 
minimum standards under R.C. 3301.07 (R.C. 2901.01(C)(3)). 

(6)  "School bus" has the same meaning as in R.C. 4511.01 (R.C. 
2901.01(C)(4)). 
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