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ACT SUMMARY

SUSPENSION PROVISIONS

Reorganization, relocation, and classification of suspension provisions

Creates a new chapter of the Revised Code (R.C. Chapter 4510.)
governing suspensions of a driver's or commercia driver's license or
permit or nonresident operating privilege and relocates to that chapter
procedures, prohibitions, and general provisons related to license
suspensions.

Classification of suspensions

Reorganizes and relocates provisions requiring the imposition of a
judicial or administrative suspension of a driver's or commercial driver's
license or permit or nonresident operating privilege from consolidated
suspension sections governing numerous types of offenses and acts to the
section of law that establishes the criminal prohibition or that specifies
the act for which the particular suspension isimposed.

Assigns most judicia suspensions a numerical classification code ranging
from Class 1 to Class 7 and assigns administrative suspensions an
aphabetical classification code ranging from Class A to Class F.

Eliminates driver's license revocations and forfeitures and replaces them
with license suspensions or cancellations.



Limited driving privileges

Expands the concept of occupational driving privileges that may be
granted during the time adriver's or commercial driver'slicense or permit
or nonresident operating privilege is suspended by renaming the
privileges as "limited driving privileges' and specifying that they may be
granted for occupational, educational, vocational, or medical purposes,
taking the driver's or commercial driver's license examination, attending
court-ordered treatment, and, for juveniles, practicing driving in specified
circumstances.

Generally dlows limited driving privileges for al court-imposed
suspensions if not prohibited by dSatute, alows privileges for
administrative suspensions only if allowed by statute and granted by a
court, and modifies some of the restrictions applicable to existing
circumstances in which privileges are authorized.

Expands the circumstances in which a court may grant occupational
driving privileges, renamed limited driving privileges, to a person whose
driver's license or permit is suspended for convictions or adjudications of
specified violations of law committed before the person attains 18 years
of age, and specifically permits a grant of limited driving privileges to
such a person to include the person's operation of a vehicle, under
specified circumstances, to practice driving.

Provides exceptions under provisions otherwise requiring the use of
restricted license plates or immobilizing or disabling devices as a
condition of limited driving privileges, for vehicles owned by an
employer or out-of-state vehicles.

Reorganizes and relocates he law regarding ignition interlock devices,
expands that law to pertain to all "immobilizing and disabling devices,"
and provides for the use of prototype devices.

Reinstatement

Permits a municipal or county court that determines in a pending case
that an offender cannot reasonably pay reinstatement fees due and owing
by the offender relative to a suspension to: (1) establish a reasonable
payment plan for the offender of not less than $50 per month, or (2) in
certain circumstances permit the offender to operate a motor vehicle until
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a future date upon which al reinstatement fees must be paid in full (not
exceeding 180 days), with the operating privileges being solely for the
purpose of permitting the offender occupational or "family necessity"
privileges in order to reasonably acquire the delinquent reinstatement
fees.

Expands the prohibition that constitutes the offense of failure to reinstate
a suspended license.

Modifies provisions regarding a court's authority to require a person
whose license has been suspended by the court to successfully complete a
remedial driving course as a condition for the return of full driving
privileges after the suspension ends and modifies the circumstances
under which a person may obtain a credit against points charged on a
person's driving record.

Establishes criteria and procedures for the modification or termination of
alicense suspension for life or for a period in excess of 15 years.

Operating a motor vehicle without a valid license and related provisions

Establishes a graduated scale for the penalty for operating a motor
vehicle without avalid license.

Rel ocates the offense of "driving under OMV1 suspension or revocation,”
includes within the offense the prohibition against operating a vehicle
while under a Vehicle Implied Consent Law or an R.C. 4511.196
suspension, renames the offense as "driving under OVI suspension,”
expands and modifies some of its elements, extendsto six years the "look
back" period used in determining the sentence for the offense, enacts a
new sentencing structure for the offense, specifies that certain vehicle
immobilization, impoundment, and forfeiture provisions apply only if the
involved vehicle is registered in the offender's name, relocates the pretria
vehicle saizure and retention provisions applicable regarding the offense,
and modifies the procedures to conform them to the act's vehicle
immobilization, impoundment, and forfeiture provision changes.

Modifies some of the provisions regarding financial responsibility law
suspensions and the offense of, and penalties for, driving under a
financial responsibility law suspension (including requiring a judicia
license suspension).
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Requires the immobilization of a vehicle involved in a driving under
suspension violation, other than a suspension described in either of the
two preceding paragraphs, and the impoundment of the vehicle's license
plates if the vehicle is registered in the offender's name and requires the
criminal forfeiture of such a vehicle on athird offense of such a driving
under suspension violation.

Consolidates and relocates the prohibition against operating a vehicle
during a suspenson imposed other than under the Financid
Responsibility Law and the prohibition against operating a vehicle in
violation of a license restriction, and renames the offense "driving under
suspension or in violation of alicense restriction.”

" Points"

Relocates the law governing suspensions for the accumulation of "points’
against a person's driving record and revises the assessment of points for
speed limit violations, with zero points being assessed when the speed
does not exceed the lawful speed limit by more than five miles per hour.

Eliminates the duty of the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to require a person

with seven points against the person's license to take the driver's exam, a
physical exam, or both, and requires the Registrar, when the Registrar

orders a person to take the driver's exam, a physical exam, or both when

the Registrar has good cause to believe that the person should not have a
driver's license, to give the person 30 days notice instead of five days

notice of the requirement to take the exam.

Suspensions

Establishes a graduated scale of license suspensions for the offense of
"fallure to comply with an order or signal of a police officer."

Expands a provison that requires a sentencing court to suspend the
driver's or commercial driver'slicense or permit of a person convicted of
a municipal ordinance violation that is substantialy equivaent to
aggravated vehicular homicide, vehicular homicide, or vehicular
mandlaughter for the length of time that a suspension would be imposed
for the smilar state offense so that the provision also applies regarding
municipal ordinance violations that are substantialy equivaent to the
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state offense of soliciting another to engage in sexual activity for hire,
state OV, or state OVUAC.

Repeals provisions requiring the return of a judicialy suspended or
revoked license to the person when the suspension or revocation is stayed
pending an appeal, except asit appliesto state OV and state OVUAC.

Eliminates the authority for a court to impose a license suspension on a
person who violates a requirement or prohibition of the court concerning
occupational driving privileges or a condition of probation granted for an
OMV!I1 violation.

Eliminates the judicial license suspension for any crime punishable as a
felony under the Ohio motor vehicle laws or any other felony in the
commission of which amotor vehicleis used.

OMVI AND OMVUAC

Prohibitions and penalties

Adds two additional prohibitions to the offense of state OMV1 (which it
renames state OVI) that prohibit a person from operating a vehicle,
streetcar, or trackless trolley in Ohio if the person: (1) has a
concentration of .12 of one per cent or more but less than .204 of one per
cent by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person's blood serum or
plasma, or (2) has a concentration of .204 of one per cent or more by
weight per unit volume of acohol in the person's blood serum or plasma.

Relocates to the section that contains the offense of state OV the generd
penalty provisions that apply to the offense, provides that the vehicle
immobilization and impoundment sanctions and vehicle forfeiture
sanctions apply only if the vehicle is registered in the offender's name,
conforms the driver's license suspension sanctions to other provisions of
the act that consolidate driver's license suspension laws and permits
limited driving privileges in accordance with those other provisions,
makes certain other changes in the pendties for the offense, and
simplifies and consolidates the penalty provisions for the offense.

Adds an additiona prohibition to the offense of state OMVUAC (which
it renames state OVUAC) that prohibits a person under 21 years of age
from operating a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley in Ohio if the
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person has a concentration of .03 of one per cent but less than .12 of one
per cent by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person's blood serum

or plasma.

Relocates to the section that contains the offense of state OVUAC the
general penalty provisions that apply to the offense, conforms the driver's
license suspension sanctions to other provisions of the act that
consolidate driver's license suspension laws, makes certain other changes
in the penalties for the offense, and smplifies and consolidates the
penalty provisions for the offense.

Definitions

Defines the term "operate,” for purposes of R.C. Chapter 4511., including
state OVI and state OVUAC, as "to cause or have caused movement of a
vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley on any public or private property
used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking."

Clarifies that the R.C. Chapters 4511. and 4512. definition of "vehicle"
includes bicycles moved by human power.

Procedures

Revises the procedures relative to the taking of a chemical test under the
state's Vehicle Implied Consent Law and to the use of those tests in a
court proceeding, permits the use of certified lab reports as prima facie
proof of their contents unless the accused person objects, specifies that
the quaified immunity from civil liability for medical personnel who
withdraw blood and for any medical facility at which it is withdrawn is
not available if the person engages in willful or wanton misconduct, and
extends that immunity to also cover phlebotomists.

Prohibits a court from sentencing an offender to an alcohol treatment
program for a state OV or state OVUAC conviction unless the treatment
program complies with minimum standards for such programs.

Requires an offender who stays in a DIP program or in an acohol
treatment program under an order issued as part of a sentence for state
OVI or OVUAC to pay the cost of the stay in the program, unless the
court determines that the offender is unable to pay the cost of the stay, in
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which case the court may order that the cost be paid from the court's
indigent drivers alcohol treatment fund.

Specifies that: (1) the Ohio Traffic Rules in effect on the act's effective
date do not apply to felony state OVI violations, (2) except as described
in clause (3), the Rules of Crimina Procedure apply to felony state OVI
violations, and (3) if, on or after the act's effective date, the Supreme
Court modifies the Rules to provide procedures to govern felony state
OVI violations, the modified Rules will apply to felony state OVI
violations.

Specifies that the vehicle immobilization, impoundment, and forfeiture
provisons that apply regarding repeat convictions of state OVI,
municipa OMVI, and driving under suspension, and to convictions of
"permitting the operation of a vehicle by a person with no legal right to
operate a vehicle" (which it renames "wrongful entrustment of a motor
vehicle"), apply regarding a vehicle used in the offense only if the vehicle
IS registered in the name of the offender and, related to this, repeals the
"Innocent owner" exception to the provisions.

Specifies that, if a vehicle is seized under pretrial seizure and retention
provisions that apply in certain cases when a person is arrested for state
OVI or municipal OVI, and the impoundment of the vehicle was not
authorized under those provisions as amended by the act, the court must
order that the vehicle and its license plates be returned immediately to the
arrested person or the vehicle owner, if different, and order that the state
or a political subdivison served by the law enforcement officer who
seized the vehicle pay al expenses and charges incurred in its removal

and storage, and makes other modifications to those provisions.

Modifies some of the provisions of the state's Vehicle Implied Consent
Law, including the appeal procedures relative to a suspension under that
Law, conforms the driver's license suspension provisions under that Law
to other provisions of the act that consolidate driver's license suspension
laws, revises the authority to grant driving privileges during a suspension
under that Law, simplifies some of the procedures that pertain to that
Law, and relocates much of the substance of that Law from former R.C.
4511.191 into several other sections.
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Extends the state's VVehicle Implied Consent Law to a person arrested for
the new offense of "having physical control of a vehicle while under the
influence” that it creates.

Extends the time at which a judge, magistrate, or mayor may impose a
suspension under R.C. 4511.196 upon a person accused of state OVI,
state OVUAC, or a violation of a substantially equivaent municipa
ordinance and whose driving will be a threat to public safety from the
time of the person's initial appearance to any time prior to the
adjudication on the merits of the charge resulting from the person's arrest,
and extends the entire provision to also apply to a person accused of the
new offense of "having physical control of a vehicle while under the
influence’ that it creates.

Related offenses

Enacts the offense of "having control of a vehicle while under the
influence," which prohibits a person from being in "physical control” of a
vehicle, dtreetcar, or trackless trolley while under the influence of
acohol, adrug of abuse, or a combination of them or while the person's
whole blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine contains at least the
concentration of alcohol prohibited under state OVI, and extends the
state's license reinstatement provisions, including the provisions
imposing a $425 fee, to a person whose license is suspended for a
conviction of the new offense.

Modifies the elements of and penalties for the offense of "permitting the
operation of a vehicle by a person with no lega right to operate a
vehicle" relocates the offense from R.C. 4507.33 to R.C. 4511.203,
renames the offense "wrongful entrustment of a motor vehicle," specifies
circumstances in which it is prima facie evidence that a person knows or
should know that a motor vehicle owned by or under the control of the
person was operated in a manner to commit the offense, modifies the
pretrial vehicle seizure and retention provisons and the vehicle
immobilization and forfeiture provisions applicable regarding the offense
as previoudy described, and makes inadmissible evidence of a conviction
of, plea of guilty to, or adjudication as a delinquent child for a violation
of the prohibition against wrongful entrustment of a motor vehicle or a
substantially similar municipal ordinance in any civil action involving the
offender or delinquent child who is the subject of the conviction, plea, or
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adjudication and that arises from the wrongful entrustment of a motor
vehicle.

Classifies the license suspensions required for the offense of aggravated
vehicular homicide, vehicular homicide, vehicular mandaughter,
aggravated vehicular assault, vehicular assault, and involuntary
manslaughter and generaly retains the periods of "hard suspension”
under those suspensions.

In the offense of state watercraft OMV |, adds additional prohibitions that
prohibit a person from operating or being in physical control of a vessel
underway and from manipulating any water skis, aquaplane, or similar
device on Ohio waters. if the person has a concentration of .12 of one
per cent or more by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person's
blood serum or plasma or if the person is under 21 years of age and hasa
concentration of at least .03 of one per cent but less than .12 of one per
cent or more by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person's blood
serum or plasma; extends the "look back period" for determining the
penalty from five years to six years; revises the procedures relative to the
taking of a chemical test under the state's Watercraft Implied Consent
Law and to the use of those tests in a court proceeding; permits the use of
certified lab reports as prima facie proof of their contents unless the
person accused objects; specifies that the qualified immunity from civil
liability for medical personnel who withdraw blood and for any medical
facility a which it is withdrawn is not available if the person engages in
willful or wanton misconduct; extends that immunity to phlebotomists;
and makes conforming changes.

Modifies some of the provisions of the Watercraft Implied Consent Law,
and smplifies some of the procedures that pertain to that Law.

MISCELLANEOUS

Specifies that mayor's courts do not have jurisdiction to hear and
determine driving under OV suspension cases or driving under financial
responsibility law suspension or cancellation cases when the aleged
offender has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to specified driving
under suspension related offenses within the six years preceding the date
of the act charged, as opposed to five years under prior law.
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Permits a court to establish by local rule a reasonable security that can be
posted by atraffic offender who is an Ohio resident and is not licensed to
operate a motor vehicle or is aresident of a state that is not a member of
the Nonresident Violator Compact, instead of requiring such a person to
appear in court for the determination of a reasonable security.

Requires certain fees charged in connection with the reinstatement of a
driver's license to be paid to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles rather than to
acourt.

Provides that a conviction for a violation of the Driver's License Law or
the act's new chapter dealing with driver's license suspensions generaly
are not previous or subsequent convictions for purposes of the definition
of "first offender" in the Criminal Conviction Record Sealing Law,
specifies that felony motor vehicle convictions are previous or
subsequent convictions for those purposes, and conforms the list of
traffic-related convictions that are considered previous or subsequent
convictions to conform it to other changes made in the act.

Modifies the types of traffic offenses to which the Criminal Conviction
Record Sealing Law does not apply to conform it to other changes made
in the act.

Provides that, if a person filed an application on or after March 31, 1999,
for the sealing of a criminal conviction record, if the offense covered by
the application was not excluded by law on the date it was filed from the
scope of the Conviction Records Sealing Law, if the person withdrew the
application prior to March 31, 2001, and if under a change in the law that
occurred on March 23, 2000, the offense covered by the application now
Is excluded from the scope of the Conviction Records Sealing Law, the
person may refile the application within 90 days after the act's effective
date and have the application decided as if the excluson enacted on
March 23, 2000, had not been so enacted.

Exempts from the Commercial Driver's License Law a person engaged in
the operation of a motor vehicle that is designed primarily for the
trangportation of goods and not persons, while that motor vehicle is being
used for the occasional transportation of personal property by individuals
not for compensation and not in the furtherance of a commercial
enterprise.
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Expands the state's Commercial Vehicle Implied Consent Law to refer to
tests of a person's whole blood, blood serum, or blood plasma (instead of
referring only to a person's blood), to permit phlebotomists to perform
chemical tests under it, and to include phlebotomists within the coverage
of the qualified immunity provided for testers.

Specifically prohibits operating a commercia driver training school
without a valid license, provides a penalty for acting as a driver training
instructor without a valid license, prohibits making a false statement on a
driver training instructor license application, prohibits a driver training
school from using vehicles that do not meet specified standards, and
makes other changes to the law dealing with driver training schools.

Regarding speeding offenses under state law: (1) reduces a second
speeding violation within a one-year period from a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree to a minor misdemeanor, and (2) reduces a third speeding
violation within a one-year period from a misdemeanor of the third
degree to a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

Alters the driver's license points system regarding points for speeding
violations under state or municipal law by providing for the assessment
of points only in the following ways. (1) if the speed d the violator
exceeded the speed limit by 30 miles per hour or more, four points, (2) if
the speed of the violator exceeded the speed limit of 55 miles per hour or
more by more than ten miles per hour, two points, and (3) if the speed of
the violator exceeded the speed limit of less than 55 miles per hour by
more than five miles per hour, two points.

Modifies the law that generally requires a person who is operating a
vehicle, upon the approach of a public safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle
equipped with a flashing, rotating, or oscillating light and the driver is
giving an audible signa, to yield the right-of-way and immediately drive
to aposition parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right edge or curb
of the highway clear of any intersection so that the provision applies only
when it is practical for the person in question to immediately drive to
such a position.

Reduces the mandatory fine required for a person convicted of illegaly
parking in a handicapped or disability parking space, if the person had a
valid windshield placard, specia license plate, or parking card but
neglected to properly display it.
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Prohibits a person operating a motor vehicle displaying restricted license
plates from knowingly disguising or obscuring the color of the restricted
plate.

Prohibits a franchisee or prospective transferee from failing to perform a
duty imposed upon under the Motor Vehicle Franchiser Law or from
doing any act prohibited by that Law.

Generdly relocates the penaty provisons for al violations of any
prohibition contained in R.C. Title XLV from the ".99" section to the
section that actually sets forth the prohibition in question, and
accordingly, generally repeals the ".99" sections.

Delays the effect of the act's provisons until January 1, 2004, and
gpecifies that its provisions are to apply only in relation to conduct and
offenses committed on or after that date.

Specifies that if money is appropriated or available for this purpose, the
Attorney General must develop, print, and distribute training materials
for the act's implementation.
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