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BILL SUMMARY

• Requires the Director of Job and Family Services to request from the
United States Secretary of Health and Human Services a waiver to make
certain individuals ages 19 through 64 eligible for Medicaid and to
implement the waiver if approved by the Secretary.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Background

Medicaid is a joint state-federal program that provides health care coverage
to low income families, children, aged, and disabled persons who meet criteria
established by the Social Security Act, federal regulations, the Ohio Revised Code,
and state rules.  Medicaid covers many services, including hospital, physician,
prescription, and long-term care services.

Expansion of Medicaid eligibility

(sec. 5111.0110)

The bill requires the Director of the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services (ODJFS) to apply to the United States Secretary of Health and Human
Services for a waiver to make an individual who meets all of the following
requirements eligible for Medicaid:

(1)  The individual is no younger than age 19 but is younger than age 65;

(2)  If employed or enrolled at an educational institution, the individual is
not eligible for medical insurance through the employer or educational institution;
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(3)  The individual's family income does not exceed 200% of the federal
poverty guidelines;1

(4)  The individual is not otherwise eligible for Medicaid;

(5)  The individual satisfies all additional requirements regarding the
provision of Medicaid assistance established in rules adopted by ODJFS.

If approved by the Secretary, the Director of ODJFS must implement the
waiver.

Medicaid rule making authority

(sec. 5111.01)

Ohio law permits the Director of ODJFS to adopt, by rule, additional
requirements regarding the provision of Medicaid.  The rules may include special
conditions as the Department determines appropriate for making application,
determining eligibility, and verifying eligibility for any medical assistance that
ODJFS may provide pursuant to expanded eligibility programs.  The bill makes
this expanded eligibility program, if established, subject to these rules.
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1 The Federal Poverty Guidelines are statistical poverty thresholds based on income that
are used to determine whether a person or a family is financially eligible for assistance
under a particular program.  Under the guidelines, an individual is considered in poverty
if the individual's annual income is $8,590 or less.  For purposes of the bill, the person
would meet the poverty guideline requirement if the individual's income did not exceed
$17,180 (200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines).


