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H.B. 56
124th General Assembly

(As Introduced)

Reps. Callender, Willamowski, Hartnett, Seitz, Goodman, Redfern, Fedor,
DeWine, Husted, Allen

BILL SUMMARY

• Permits spouses to claim the joint filing credit even if one of the spouses
does not have at least $500 in earned income.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Joint filing credit--current law

(sec. 5747.05(G))

Currently, some spouses who file a joint Ohio income tax return are entitled
to claim a "joint filer credit."  The credit equals a percentage of the amount of tax
due from the couple; the percentage is higher for lower income couples than for
higher income couples, ranging from 20% for couples with joint income of
$25,000 or less, to 5% for couples with joint income of more than $75,000.  The
credit may not exceed $650 per couple.

In order to claim the credit under current law, each spouse must have an
Ohio adjusted gross income of $500 or more, not counting interest, dividends and
distributions, rents, royalties, and capital gains.

Extend joint filer credit to all joint filers

The bill extends the credit to all couples that file a joint return, even if one
of the spouses does not have a minimum level of income.

The bill applies to taxable years beginning in 2001 or thereafter.
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