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BILL SUMMARY

• Authorizes the State Board of Education to solicit proposals and make
grants to establish parent-child home programs that replicate the home-
based parenting and family literacy program created by the Parent-Child
Home Program, Inc.

• Creates a funding source for the grant program by establishing the
Parent-Child Home Program Fund which is to receive funds from either
direct grants or contributions, or from contributions made by taxpayers
by means of an income tax refund contribution system.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

The parent-child home program grants

(sec. 3315.43)

The bill directs the State Board of Education to solicit grant proposals to be
used to replicate the home-based parenting and family literacy program created by
the Parent-Child Home Program, Inc.  Those organizations that may submit
proposals are school districts, governmental agencies, and non-profit agencies that
serve those families that face poverty, language barriers, or other obstacles to
educational success.  The grants are to be no less than $40,000, and no greater than
$60,000 to match those funds made by the proposer.  The decision to grant the
funds is to be made so as to ensure that the replications are made in different parts
of the state.

The Board must adopt rules under the Administrative Procedure Act (R.C.
Chapter 119.) to implement the new grant program.
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The Parent-Child Home Program Fund

(sec. 3315.43)

To finance the grants the bill authorizes, the bill creates the Parent-Child
Home Program Fund as a new fund of the state treasury, to consist of direct
contributions or grants and amounts contributed by taxpayers who elect to
designate a portion of their state income tax refunds for this purpose.  The fund
can be used by the State Board of Education solely to make parent-child home
program grants.

Establishing an income tax refund contribution system

(secs. 5747.113 and 5747.114)

Under the bill, any taxpayer filing for an income tax refund for taxable
years beginning on or after January 1, 2001, may contribute to the Parent-Child
Home Program Fund.  The taxpayer is to designate the contribution amount on the
state income tax return form.  The contribution is irrevocable once the return is
filed.  The full amount of the contribution is to be taken from any refund due if the
refund is more than the amount designated.  If the designated contribution is more
than the refund due, the contribution is made in the full amount of the refund.  The
contribution is to be deducted from the amount of the refund initially found due,
and the difference is certified to the Director of Budget and Management and the
Treasurer of State to be paid to the taxpayer.

The bill directs the Tax Commissioner to provide a space on the income tax
return in which taxpayers can indicate their wishes to contribute to the Parent-
Child Home Program Fund.  The Commissioner must also print in the instructions
for the return form information about the purposes for which the Parent-Child
Home Program Fund was created and how the money contributed will be used.
The Tax Commissioner must deposit the contributed funds into the Parent-Child
Home Program Fund in the amounts that have been designated on the income tax
returns.

The Tax Commissioner must determine, no later than September 30 of each
year, the amount of income tax refunds contributed to the fund for the previous
eight months, any adjustments to prior months, as well as the cost to the
Department of Taxation of administering the new refund contribution system for
that period.  By January 31 of each year a similar determination is to be made for
the previous four months.   The cost of administering the contribution system is to
be certified by the Tax Commissioner to the Director of Budget and Management,
and the Director must transfer the administrative costs from the Parent-Child
Home Program Fund to the Parent-Child Home Program Tax Administration Fund
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(this fund is also created in the state treasury).  However, the bill specifies that the
money received by the Department to pay the costs of administering the
contribution system in any year shall not exceed two and one-half per cent of the
total amount contributed under the system for that year.
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