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(As Introduced)

Reps. Flannery, Fessler, Seaver, Cirelli, Allen, Sykes, Patton, Fedor, Jerse,
Rhine, Redfern, Sulzer

BILL SUMMARY

• Requires that all General Assembly committees keep a complete
transcript of their proceedings.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Current law

Current law declares that all meetings of any committee are public meetings
open to the public at all times.  It defines a "committee" as any committee of either
house of the General Assembly, a joint committee of both houses of the General
Assembly, including a committee of conference, or a subcommittee of any of
these, and a "meeting" as any prearranged discussion of the public business of a
committee by a majority of its members.  Any action of a committee relating to a
bill or resolution, or any other formal action of a committee, is invalid unless taken
in an open meeting of the committee.  And, any such action of a committee, taken
in an open meeting is invalid if it results from deliberations in a meeting not open
to the public.  (Sec. 101.15(A)(2) and (3), (B), and (D).)  A committee also must
give specified public and other notice of, and keep minutes of, its meetings and
make the minutes available for public inspection within a prescribed time (sec.
101.15(B) and (C)).

Current law establishes a procedure by which any person may bring an
action for an injunction to enforce the provisions relating to committees and their
actions (sec. 101.15(E)).  A committee member who knowingly violates an
injunction that a court of common pleas issues upon proof of a violation or
threatened violation of these provisions may be removed from office by an action
in the court of common pleas for that purpose by the Franklin County Prosecuting
Attorney or the Attorney General (sec. 101.15(E)(4)).
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Changes proposed by the bill

The bill requires that all committees prepare and keep minutes that are a
complete transcript that fully records the proceedings of each meeting.  Each
house must specify by rule the method of transcription and preparation.  The bill
further requires each house to specify by rule when copies of the minutes must be
made available for public distribution.  It does not affect current law's requirement
relative to the making available for public "inspection" of meeting minutes within
a prescribed time.  (Sec. 101.15(B).)
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