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BILL SUMMARY

• Authorizes the Director of Environmental Protection to issue a general
permit for the installation of new household sewage disposal systems, but
specifies that such a permit must only establish water quality standards
for effluent that is discharged from new household sewage disposal
systems.

• Specifies that other than the issuance of a general permit establishing the
effluent limitations, all other regulation of household sewage disposal
systems must be conducted by the Department of Health and local boards
of health under rules adopted by the Public Health Council.

• Declares an emergency.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Under current law, the Director of Environmental Protection, consistent
with the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, may issue general permits
governing certain types of discharges of pollutants into waters of the state.
Currently, the Director may issue general permits for activities such as the
discharge of stormwater and the installation of disposal systems for stormwater.
(Sec. 6111.035.)

The bill authorizes the Director to issue a general permit governing the
installation of household sewage disposal systems.1  However, the bill specifies

                                                
1 The bill defines "household sewage disposal system" to mean any sewage disposal or
treatment system, or part thereof, for a single-family, two-family, or three-family
dwelling that receives sewage (sec. 6111.01 by reference to sec. 3709.091 (not in the
bill)).
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that such a general permit must only establish water quality standards for effluent
that is discharged from new household sewage disposal systems and cannot
establish any other requirements pertaining to household sewage disposal systems,
including requirements for mandatory inspections.  The bill specifies that with the
exception of the issuance of general permits establishing water quality standards
for effluent, the regulation of household sewage disposal systems be conducted by
the Department of Health and boards of health in accordance with rules adopted
by the Public Health Council.  (Sec. 6111.035(A)(3).)  The Department and boards
are responsible for that regulation under current law.

Finally, the bill declares an emergency (Section 3).

HISTORY

ACTION DATE JOURNAL ENTRY

Introduced 10-02-01 p. 866

H0387-I.124/jc


