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BILL SUMMARY 

• Requires each school district board and educational service center 
governing board to include in its required high school curriculum one-
half unit of economics with emphasis on personal finance and consumer 
credit. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Background 

The board of education of each city, exempted village, and local school 
district and the governing board of each educational service center is required to 
set the curriculum of the schools under the respective board's control.  State law, 
however, also prescribes certain subjects that must be included in that curriculum.  
Accordingly, the curriculum must include the study of language arts, geography, 
U.S. and Ohio history and government, mathematics, natural science, health 
education, physical education, fine arts, and first aid.1  In addition, in order to be 
eligible for a high school diploma, under state law, a student must complete a 
specified high school curriculum and pass all five subject areas of the state 10th 
grade proficiency or achievement test.2  State law also prescribes a minimum high 

                                                 
1 R.C. 3313.60(A). 

2 R.C. 3313.61, 3313.612, and 3325.08, none in the bill.  The 10th grade proficiency test 
will eventually be replaced by an achievement test known as the Ohio Graduation Test 
(OGT).  The five areas tested on the current proficiency tests and the achievement tests to 
be developed are:  reading, writing, mathematics, social studies, and science.  Beginning 
with diplomas issued after September 15, 2006, R.C. 3313.615 (not in the bill) permits a 
person who has not passed only one of the five subject areas of the OGT to receive a high 
school diploma if the person satisfies certain other requirements. 
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school curriculum, which must consist of at least 20 units of classroom instruction 
specifically divided among several core subjects.3 

The bill 

(R.C. 3313.60(C)(2)) 

Under current law, the Department of Education is required to make 
available to school districts packets of information on personal financial 
responsibility that can be incorporated into a school district's curriculum.  (See 
COMMENT 1.)  The bill specifies that the curriculum of every high school 
include a requirement for graduation that a student complete at least one-half unit 
of study in the area of economics with emphasis on personal finance and consumer 
credit.  (See COMMENT 2.) 

COMMENT 

1.  Under R.C. 3301.0726 (not in the bill), the Department of Education is 
required to develop a packet of high school instructional materials on personal 
financial responsibility, including instructional materials on the avoidance of 
credit card abuse, and to distribute that packet to all school districts. A school 
district board may, but is not required to, adopt part or all of the materials included 
in the packet for incorporation into the district's curriculum. 

2.  R.C. 3313.603 (not in the bill) requires the following minimum number 
of units of instruction in the specified subject areas to qualify for a high school 
diploma: 

English Lang. Arts 4 units (480 hours) 
Health ½ unit (60 hours) 
Mathematics 3 units (360 hours) 
Physical Education ½ unit (120 hours) 
Science 2 units (240 to 300 hours) until September 15, 2003, and 3 

units (360 to 450 hours) thereafter, including at all times 120 to 
150 hours of biological sciences and 120 to 150 hours of 
physical sciences 

                                                 
3 R.C. 3313.603, not in the bill.  A unit is 120 hours of instruction, except for a laboratory 
course in which a unit is 150 hours of instruction.  In physical education, a half-unit is 
120 hours.  A school district board may require additional units but its curriculum must, 
at a minimum, require those units as specified in the statute. 
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Social Studies 3 units (360 hours) total, including 60 hours of American 
history and 60 hours of American government 

Electives 7 units (840 hours) until September 15, 2003, and 6 units (720 
hours) thereafter; one unit (or two ½ units) from 
business/technology, fine arts, and/or foreign language 

 

It is not clear whether the half-unit of economics instruction required under 
the bill would be included within the 20 units required under current law.  For 
example, the half-unit may fit into the three units required in the area of social 
studies or into some other related subject area.  Alternatively, the half-unit may be 
intended to replace one-half unit of the seven electives currently required.  
Presumably the half-unit required under this provision equals 60 hours of 
classroom instruction as defined in current law. 

HISTORY 

ACTION DATE JOURNAL ENTRY 
   
Introduced 03-14-02 p. 1554 
 
 
 
h0542-i.124/kl 


