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BILL SUMMARY 

• Requires the court in a proceeding for a divorce, dissolution of marriage, 
legal separation, annulment, or the allocation of parental rights and 
responsibilities for the care of one or more children to require the parents 
to consider the possible or actual postsecondary education expenses of 
each child of the marriage. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Operation of the bill 

The bill requires that in a proceeding for a divorce, dissolution of marriage, 
legal separation, annulment, or the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities 
for the care of one or more children, the court must require the parents to consider 
the possible or actual postsecondary education expenses of each child of the 
marriage.  The bill prohibits the court from issuing an order or decree for a 
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, annulment, or the allocation of 
parental rights and responsibilities until it receives from the parents an affidavit 
stating that the expenses have been considered and specifying whether or not an 
agreement has been reached.  Any agreement must be included in the court's 
decree or in an order issued by the court. 

Background 

If a court issues a child support order in connection wi th an order for the 
disposition, care, and maintenance of the children of the marriage in a proceeding 
for divorce, annulment, or legal separation, the order remains in effect beyond the 
child's 18th birthday as long as the child continuously attends on a full-time basis 
any recognized and accredited high school.  This provision is notwithstanding the 
statutory provision that all persons who are of the age of 18 or more and who are 
under no legal disability are capable of contracting and are of full age for all 
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purposes.  (R.C. 3105.21(D) and 3109.01--not in the bill.)  The parents of a child 
18 years of age or over are under no legal obligation to provide for the 
postsecondary educational expenses of the child, whether or not the parents are 
married or not married or are involved in a proceeding for divorce, legal 
separation, annulment, or dissolution of marriage. 
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