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BILL SUMMARY 

• Requires the Department of Public Safety to create the Child Emergency 
Alert System to aid in the identification and location of abducted 
children. 

• Establishes criteria for law enforcement agencies to apply to determine if 
the system should be activated. 

• Requires a law enforcement agency that determines that the system 
should be activated to notify the Department of Public Safety of the 
child's abduction. 

• Upon receipt of the notification, requires the Department of Public Safety 
to notify public and commercial television and radio broadcasters of 
information concerning the child abduction. 

• Requires a broadcaster that is notified under the bill to broadcast an alert 
of the abduction at least once per hour for at least five hours but for not 
more than 12 hours. 

• Authorizes the Department of Public Safety to provide the Department of 
Transportation with information regarding the child abduction for 
purposes of display on changeable message boards along public 
highways. 

• Makes a General Revenue Fund appropriation for the system of $200,000 
in fiscal year 2003. 
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CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Child safety emergency alert system 

The bill requires the Department of Public Safety to create the Child 
Emergency Alert System to aid in the identification and location of abducted 
children who are under 18 years of age and whose abduction, as determined by a 
law enforcement agency, poses a credible threat to the health and safety of the 
child.  The system is required to be a coordinated effort among the Department, 
law enforcement agencies, and the state's public and commercial television and 
radio broadcasters.1  (R.C. 5502.52(A).) 

Criteria for activating the Child Emergency Alert System 

Prior to the activation of the Child Emergency Alert System in any 
particular situation involving an abducted child, the law enforcement agency that 
receives a report of the abduction must determine whether or not the facts of that 
situation warrant activation of the system.  The bill provides that an abduction 
warrants activation of the system if all of the following criteria apply: 

(1)  The abducted child is under 18 years of age; 

(2)  The abduction of the child poses a credible threat to the health and 
safety of the child; 

(3)  A sufficient description about the child, the child's abductor, or the 
abductor's vehicle exists; 

(4)  A law enforcement agency determines that an immediate broadcast by 
the state's public and commercial television and radio broadcasters of the child's 
abduction will help locate the abducted child; and 

(5)  The child is not a runaway and has not been abducted as a result of a 
child custody dispute.  (R.C. 5502.52(B).) 

Upon a law enforcement agency's receipt of a report of an abducted child, 
the agency must verify (1) that there is credible evidence to believe that the child 

                                                 
1 "Law enforcement agency" includes, but is not limited to, a county sheriff's department, 
the office of a village marshal, a police department of a municipal corporation, a police 
force of a regional transit authority, a police force of a metropolitan housing authority, 
the state highway patrol, a state university law enforcement agency, the office of a 
township police constable, and the police department of a township or joint township 
police district (R.C. 5502.52(H)(2)). 
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has been abducted in violation of the law concerning kidnapping, abduction, 
unlawful restraint, or criminal child enticement, and (2) that the criteria described 
above apply (R.C. 5502.52(C)(1)(a)). 

Procedures upon verification that a child has been abducted 

Upon verifying the information, a law enforcement agency must notify the 
Department of Public Safety that a child has been abducted and provide the 
Department with the pertinent information regarding the child's abduction, 
including a physical description of the child, a physical description of the 
abductor, if known, a description of the abductor's vehicle, if known, and any 
other information the agency believes necessary to recover the child (R.C. 
5502.52(C)(1)(b)).   

After verifying the accuracy of the information and determining that the 
criteria described above apply, the Department must notify public and commercial 
television and radio broadcasters located in the area where the abduction was 
located of the existence of the abducted child.  (R.C. 5502.52(C)(2).)  The bill 
specifies that upon receipt of the notice, each public and commercial television or 
radio broadcaster located in the area where the abduction was located is required 
to broadcast, by a news alert or a message along the bottom of the television 
screen, an alert of the abducted child.  The broadcaster must broadcast the alert at 
least once per hour for at least five hours but for not more than 12 hours after its 
receipt of notification of the abduction.  At any time after 12 hours have elapsed 
since it received the notification, the broadcaster, at its discretion, may discontinue 
broadcasting the alert.  An alert may include a photograph of the child or of the 
abductor's vehicle.  (R.C. 5502.52(D)(1) and (2).) 

The Department of Public Safety also may provide the pertinent 
information regarding the abduction to the Department of Transportation to be 
displayed on changeable message boards along public highways if the Department 
of Public Safety determines that the use of the changeable message boards will 
help locate the abducted child (R.C. 5502.52(E)). 

If an abducted child who is the subject of an alert is located or if the case is 
otherwise closed, the Department of Public Safety must cancel the alert and notify 
the public and commercial television and radio broadcasters of the cancellation 
(R.C. 5502.52(F)). 

All law enforcement agencies are required to comply with the bill's 
requirements (R.C. 5502.52(G)). 
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