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BILL SUMMARY

• Requires the parent of any child who is receiving home instruction to
notify the school district in which the child would otherwise attend
school by October 15 or January 15 that the child is receiving home
instruction for the appropriate semester.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Background on compulsory school attendance

Continuing law stipulates that every child between 6 and 18 years old
residing in the state is "of compulsory school age" and must attend school unless
excused under one of several statutorily specified conditions.  One of these
conditions occurs when the child is receiving home instruction (commonly
referred to as homeschooling) under rules adopted by the State Board of
Education.  A child of compulsory school age who is not excused from attendance
must attend school for the full time the school attended is in session.1  The law
places the bulk of the responsibility on a child's parent to see that the child attends
school or is properly excused from attendance.  Any child who does not attend
school as required by law is considered truant.2

                                                
1 R.C. 3321.01 (not in the bill) and 3321.04.

2 Several possible sanctions are provided if a child is found to be truant.  A school district
may require the parent of a truant child to attend a parental education program.  In some
cases, failure to attend such a program without good cause is grounds for prosecution
and a fine of up to $500 or ordered community service of up to 70 hours.  (R.C.
3313.663, 3321.19, 3321.38, and 3321.99 (none in the bill).)  In addition, a child who is
habitually or chronically truant may be adjudicated an unruly or delinquent child and the
parent may be prosecuted for contributing to the unruliness or delinquency of the child
(R.C. Chapter 2151., not in the bill).



Legislative Service Commission -2- S.B. 118

Notification of school district that a child is receiving home instruction

(sec. 3321.04)

Under continuing law, for a homeschooled child to be legally excused from
a past or future period of attendance during a single school year, the
superintendent of the school district or educational service center (ESC) in which
the child resides must approve the child's absence from school.  A superintendent
must excuse a homeschooled child from school upon submission of all required
paperwork by the child's parent and presentation of satisfactory evidence that the
child is being instructed by a person who is qualified to teach basic academic
subjects and any additional subjects that the superintendent determines might be
necessary as the child advances academically.  A copy of the written excuse must
be provided to the person in charge of the child and kept on file in the
superintendent's office along with a written explanation of how the superintendent
determined the qualifications of the person teaching the child.  The rules adopted
by the State Board specify that the excuse is valid for the remainder of the current
school year.  However, upon the cessation of proper home instruction or the
failure of the child to demonstrate "reasonable" proficiency on an academic
assessment such as a standardized test or portfolio of work samples, a child's
excuse from school attendance becomes void.  At that point, legal action may be
taken against the child's parent to compel the child's attendance at school.3

Currently, there is no deadline by which a parent must inform a school
district that his or her child is being homeschooled in lieu of attending the school
assigned by the district.  The bill establishes dates by which any parent who has a
child receiving home instruction must notify the district in which the child would
otherwise attend school that the child is being homeschooled.  Notification must
be provided to the district by October 15 for the fall semester and by January 15
for the spring semester.  Presumably, if the child receives home instruction for an
entire school year, the parent must inform the district twice about the status of the
child's attendance.  A child, therefore, could no longer be excused for the full
school year following the initial notification of the district, as permitted by current
State Board rule.
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3 R.C. 3321.04 and Ohio Administrative Code chapter 3301-34.


