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ACT SUMMARY 

• Adds four requirements that an out-of-state optometrist must satisfy to be 
licensed in this state. 

• Removes a requirement for reciprocity in the licensure of out-of-state 
optometrists by permitting the State Board of Optometry to issue a 
license to an out-of-state applicant without regard to whether the other 
licensing state similarly grants licenses to Ohio optometrists. 

• Permits the State Board of Optometry to issue a certificate of licensure, 
and a therapeutic pharmaceutical agents certificate, to an individual 
licensed as an optometrist in a Canadian province. 

• Specifies that the application fees for the licensure by endorsement of an 
individual from another state or a Canadian province are non-refundable. 

• Specifies that to be eligible for registration as a professional engineer, an 
applicant, in all cases, must complete four years or more of a required 
college curriculum. 
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CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Licensure by endorsement 

Former law permitted the State Board of Optometry (the "Board") to issue a 
certificate of licensure and a therapeutic pharmaceutical agents certificate to an 
individual licensed as an optometrist by another state if it determined that both of 
the following were true about the state of licensure: 

(1)  The other state had standards for the practice of optometry that were at 
least as stringent as the standards established by Ohio's Optometry Law (R.C. 
Chapter 4725.); 

(2)  The other state similarly granted licenses to practice optometry to 
individuals who hold certificates of licensure issued by the Board. 

The act removes the second condition listed above and refers to this revi sed 
reciprocity provision as licensure "by endorsement" of the Board.  The act also 
applies these reciprocity provisions to individuals who are licensed by Canadian 
provinces.  (Sec. 4725.18(A).) 

Specific requirements for the licensure in Ohio of an individual licensed 
by another state 

Law largely retained by the act requires that an out-of-state applicant who 
wishes to receive a certificate of licensure and therapeutic pharmaceutical agents 
certificate in Ohio meet all of the following conditions: 

(1)  Hold a license to practice optometry from the other state that is in good 
standing, evidenced by a submission of a letter from the licensing agency of the 
other state; 

(2)  Have been actively engaged in the practice of optometry, including the 
use of therapeutic pharmaceutical agents, for at least three years immediately 
preceding making an application; 

(3)  Pay the application fees for a certificate of licensure and a therapeutic 
pharmaceutical agents certificate; 

(4)  Submit all transcripts, reports, or other information the Board requires; 
and 

(5)  Not have been previously denied a license by the Board. 
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(6)  Pass all or part of a licensing examination, if the Board determines that 
it is necessary.  (Sec. 4725.18(B) and (C).) 

The act makes application fees non-refundable (sec. 4725.18(B)(6)). 

Additionally, the act adds four criteria that an out-of-state applicant for 
licensure by endorsement must satisfy.  First, the applicant must meet the 
qualifications for a certificate of licensure and a therapeutic pharmaceutical agents 
certificate as specified in the Optometry Law, except for the passage of an 
examination (sec. 4725.18(B)(1)).   

Second, the out-of-state applicant must participate in a two-hour instruction 
session on Ohio laws or pass an Ohio optometry jurisprudence test.  Third, the out-
of-state applicant must provide a certified report from the optometry licensing 
agencies of all states and provinces in which the applicant is licensed or has been 
licensed that reports any past or pending actions taken by the agency against the 
license of the applicant.  The statement must include reports of investigations, 
suspensions, revocations, refusals to issue or renew a license, and consent 
agreements.  Fourth, an applicant must be licensed to practice optometry by a state 
or province that requires passage of a written entry-level examination at the time 
of initial licensure.  (Sec. 4725.18(B)(2), (4) and (8).) 

Professional engineer education requirements 

Under continuing law, one of the requirements for registration as a 
professional engineer is that an applicant satisfy one of the following education 
requirements: 

(1)  Graduation from an accredited engineering curriculum of four years or 
more; 

(2)  Graduation from a college curriculum in engineering that is not 
approved by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology; 

(3)  Graduation from a college curriculum in engineering technology that is 
accredited by the Technical Accreditation Commission of the Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology. 

The act specifies that if an applicant meets the educational requirements of 
graduating from a college curriculum in engineering that is not approved as 
described in (2) above, or from a college curriculum in engineering technology 
that is accredited as described in (3) above, that the curriculum must be for a 
period of time that is at least four years.  (Sec. 4733.11(A)(2)(a).) 
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