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ACT SUMMARY

Authorizes a citizens reward program recognized by a board of county
commissioners under a provison of preexisting law to enter into a
written "agreement of affiliation" with a board of county commissioners
in the county in which the program operates.

Requires an "agreement of affiliation" to do al of the following:
(1) specify the relationship between the citizens reward program, the
county, and law enforcement agencies in the county, (2) specify that the
citizens reward program must account annually to the board of county
commissioners for all funds raised by the organization from all sources
and all funds expended by the organization for any purpose, (3) allow the
citizens reward program to itemize the sources of funds raised without
referring to the name of the source, and (4) prohibit the citizens reward
program from divulging the identity of any person to whom a reward was
paid.

" The Legislative Service Commission had not received formal notification of the effective
date at the time this analysis was prepared. Additionally, the analysis may not reflect
action taken by the Governor.



As long as the agreement of affiliation remains in effect, generaly
requires municipal courts, county courts, and courts of common pleasin
the county served by the board of county commissioners that entered into
the agreement to impose the sum of $1 as costs in any case in which a
person is convicted of or pleads guilty to any offense other than a traffic
offense but permits the court, in the court's discretion, to remit this
additional court cost to the offender.

Requires the clerk of each court to transmit all such moneys collected
during a month on or before the 20th day of the following month to the
affiliated citizens reward program.

Prohibits a person from being placed or held in a detention facility for
failling to pay the additional $1 court costs that are required to be paid
under the act.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Under preexisting law, unchanged by the act, a "citizens reward program"
is any organization that satisfies all of the following criteria (R.C. 9.92(A)(2)): (1)
it is a nonprofit organization, (2) it is organized and operated exclusively to offer
and pay rewards to citizens for volunteering tips and information to law
enforcement agencies concerning felonies, offenses of violence, or misdemeanors
that have been committed, and (3) it has established a reward fund to be used
solely for the payment of rewards of that type.

Additional source of funding for citizens reward programs

Preexisting law

Under preexisting law, unchanged by the act, a citizens' reward program
may apply to the board of county commissioners of any county or counties in
which it operates for recognition as the official reward program for that county or
counties. Upon receipt of the application, the board of county commissioners
must determine if it isin proper order and the information it containsis correct. |If
the application meets these criteria, the board, by resolution, may officially
recognize the program. No more than one reward program may be recognized in
any county. Recognition of a program by a county qualifies the program for
funding of its reward fund from proceeds from the sale of certain property held by
alaw enforcement agency. These funds must be used exclusively for the payment
of rewards; no part of those funds may be used to pay for the administrative
expenses or any other expenses associated with a citizens' reward program. A
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board of county commissioners that recognizes a citizens reward program must
require the program to provide the board with an accounting of all funds the
program receives or disburses subsequent to its recognition in order to maintain
recognition; the board may by resolution revoke the recognition of a program.
(R.C. 9.92(B) to (D), and R.C. 2933.41(E)(2)--not in the act.)

Operation of the act

The act provides an additional source of funding for recognized citizens
reward programs. Under the act, any citizens' reward program recognized as
described in the preceding paragraph may enter into a written agreement of
affiliation with a board of county commissioners in the county in which the
program operates. These agreements of affiliation are to be valid for two years
and may be renewed. The agreements must do all of the following: (1) specify
the relationship between the citizens reward program, the county, and law
enforcement agencies in the county, (2) specify that the citizens reward program
must account annually to the board of county commissioners for all funds raised
by the organization from all sources and all funds expended by the organization
for any purpose, (3) alow the citizens reward program to itemize the sources of
funds raised without referring to the name of the source, and (4) prohibit the
citizens reward program from divulging the identity of any person to whom a
reward was paid. (R.C. 9.92(D)(1).)

In every county in which the board of county commissioners approves an
agreement of affiliation, the board must notify the clerk of each municipal court,
county court, and court of common pleas within the county of that agreement and
of the duty to collect the additional court costs imposed under the act, as described
below. If aboard of county commissioners enters into an agreement of affiliation
with a citizens reward program, any municipal court, county court, or court of
common pleas within the county must impose the sum of $1 as costsin any casein
which a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to any offense other than a traffic
offense. This $1 additional court costs is in addition to any other court costs that
the court is required by law to impose upon the offender and must be imposed by
the court as long as the agreement of affiliation remains in effect, but, in the
court's discretion, the court may remit this $1 additional court costs to the
offender. The clerk of each court must transmit all such moneys collected during
a month on or before the 20th day of the following month to the affiliated citizens
reward program. (R.C.9.92(C)(1) and (D)(2).)

The act prohibits a person from being placed or held in a detention facility
for failing to pay the additional $1 court costs that are required to be paid under
the act's provisions as described above (R.C. 9.92(C)(2)).
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The act specifies that a citizens' reward program receiving funds pursuant
to the act's provisions may use the funds for any purpose described in preexisting
R.C. 9.92(A)(1)(b) or (c), which allow the program to expend the funds to offer
and pay rewards to citizens for volunteering tips and information to law
enforcement agencies concerning felonies, offenses of violence, or misdemeanors
that have been committed and which the act retains without substantive change.
(R.C.9.92(C)(3).)
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