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ACT SUMMARY 

• Prohibits installing in any motor vehicle any object to fulfill the function 
of an air bag other than an air bag that was designed in conformance with 
federal safety standards for the make, model, and model year of the 
vehicle, knowing that the object is not in accordance with that standard. 

• Provides that a violation of this prohibition is a misdemeanor of the first 
degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each 
subsequent offense. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

The act prohibits any person from installing or reinstalling in any motor 
vehicle any object to fulfill the function of an air bag,1 including an air bag, other 
than an air bag that was designed in conformance with or that is regulated by the 
applicable federal motor vehicle safety standard for the make, model, and model 

                                                 
* The Legislative Service Commission had not received formal notification of the effective 
date at the time this analysis was prepared.  Additionally, the analysis may not reflect 
action taken by the Governor. 

1 "Air bag" is defined by cross-reference to the federal definition found in 49 C.F.R. 
579.4. 
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year of the vehicle, knowing that the object is not in accordance with that standard 
(sec. 4549.20(B)).   

Whoever violates this prohibition is guilty of improper replacement of a 
motor vehicle air bag, a misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a 
felony of the fifth degree on each subsequent offense (sec. 4549.20(C)). 
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