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BILL SUMMARY 

• Eliminates the authority of the Ohio Board of Dietetics to investigate 
persons not licensed by the Board. 

• Requires the Ohio Board of Dietetics to be reviewed by the Sunset 
Review Committee. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Scope of regulatory authority 

Under current law, the Ohio Board of Dietetics (hereafter "Board") 
administers and enforces Ohio law concerning the practice of dietetics.  (R.C. 
Chapter 4749.)  Current law defines the "practice of dietetics," and therefore the 
scope of what type of activity the Board regulates, as any of the following: 

(1)  Nutritional assessment to determine nutritional needs and to 
recommend appropriate nutritional intake, including enteral and parenteral 
nutrition; 

(2)  Nutritional counseling or education as components of preventive, 
curative, and restorative health care; 

(3)  Development, administration, evaluation, and consultation regarding 
nutritional care standards.  (R.C. 4759.01(A).) 

Under current law, any person who engages in the enumerated activities 
above is subject to the Board's regulatory authority.   
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The bill narrows the scope of who the Board regulates.  Under the bill, only 
persons holding a license issued by the Board who engage in the enumerated 
activities above are subject to the Board's regulatory authority.  (R.C. 4759.01(A).) 

Restrictions on the practice of dietetics and title protection 

Under current law, no person is permitted to practice, offer to practice, or 
hold out that the person practices dietetics unless the person is licensed by the 
Board or otherwise meets an exception by participating in an academic or pre-
professional program, or by holding a limited permit to practice dietetics (R.C. 
4759.02). 

The bill changes current law from a "practice protection" type statute to a 
"title protection" type statute.  The bill does this by eliminating any language 
restricting the practice, offering to practice, or holding oneself out to practice 
dietetics without a license from the Board and by retaining language that prohibits 
any person from using the title "dietitian" unless the person is licensed by the 
Board or holds an inactive license but does not practice dietetics.  The bill also 
retains existing language that allows a person who is a dietitian registered by the 
Commission on Dietetic Registration to use the designation "registered dietitian" 
and the abbreviation "R.D." and to practice medical nutrition therapy which is 
defined under the bill as the use of specific nutrition services used to treat or 
rehabilitate illness in those persons confined to hospitals, nursing homes, and 
extended care facilities, but does not include services to those confined to prisons 
or to food operations in public and private schools.  (R.C. 4759.02(A) and 
4959.01(D).)  As a result of these changes, the bill also eliminates the exceptions 
allowing students and limited permit holders to practice or offer to practice or hold 
themselves out to practice dietetics as none of these people would be licensed, and 
under the bill, would not fall within the regulatory authority of the Board.  (R.C. 
4759.02.) 

Current law also prohibits any person, except a person licensed by another 
board and acting within the scope of that person's practice, from using any title, 
designation, words, letters, abbreviations, or insignia or combination of any title, 
designation, words, letters, abbreviations, or insignia tending to indicate that the 
person is practicing dietetics (R.C. 4759.02(B)(2)). 

The bill eliminates this provision. 

Investigations 

Under current law, the Board is required to investigate alleged violations of 
any person in violation of the law governing the practice of dietetics and may seek 
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an injunction to cease activity found to be in violation of the law (R.C. 4759.05 
and 4759.09 (not in bill)).   

Under the bill, the Board has authority to investigate only those persons 
licensed by the Board upon the receipt of a consumer complaint that the Board 
determines to be credible (R.C. 4759.05(B)).  The bill does not affect any 
investigation or action to obtain an injunction that is pending on the effective date 
of the bill (Section 3). 

Nutritional health information and education notice requirements 

Under the bill, any person who is not licensed by the Board and who 
provides nutritional health information, education, or both to clients is required to 
provide each client with a copy of the following notice and to place a copy of the 
following notice in a prominent location in their office or place of business.  The 
bill requires the notice to contain all of the following: 

(1)  The name, title, business address, and telephone number of the 
unlicensed person providing nutritional health information, education, or both to 
clients; 

(2)  The educational degrees, training, or experience, or other qualifications 
of the unlicensed person providing nutritional health information, education, or 
both to clients, immediately followed by the following statements section, 
verbatim, in bold print, in not less than 12-point font: 

THE STATE OF OHIO HAS NOT ADOPTED ANY 
EDUCATIONAL OR TRAINING STANDARDS 
FOR UNLICENSED PERSONS WHO PROVIDE 
NUTRITIONAL HEALTH INFORMATION, 
EDUCATION, OR BOTH TO CLIENTS. THIS 
STATEMENT OF CREDENTIALS IS FOR 
INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. Under Ohio 
law, unlicensed persons who provide nutritional health 
information, education, or both to clients are not 
allowed to provide a diagnosis or to recommend 
discontinuance of medically prescribed treatments. If a 
client desires a diagnosis from a licensed health care 
practitioner, the client may seek those services at any 
time. 

(3)  If applicable, the name, business address, and telephone number of the 
supervisor of the unlicensed person providing nutritional health information, 
education, or both to clients; 
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(4)  Notice that the client has the right to file a complaint against the 
unlicensed person providing nutritional health information, education, or both with 
the person's supervisor, if one exists, and the procedure for filing a complaint; 

(5)  The fees per unit of service, the method of billing for fees, the names of 
any insurance companies that have agreed to reimburse for the services provided, 
whether state or federal health care program benefits are accepted including 
benefits from the Medicare program, and whether partial payment is accepted or 
whether payments may be waived and in what circumstance; 

(6)  A statement that the client has a right to reasonable notice of changes in 
services or fees; 

(7)  A brief summary, in terms understandable to a lay person, of the 
theoretical approach used in providing services to clients; 

(8)  A statement that the client has the right to complete and current 
information concerning the assessment and recommended services that the client 
receives, including the expected duration of the services to be provided; 

(9)  A statement that the client may expect courteous treatment and be free 
from verbal, physical, or sexual abuse by the person providing services; 

(10)  A statement that client records and transactions are confidential, 
unless release of records is authorized by the client in writing, or as otherwise 
provided in law; 

(11)  A statement that the client has the right to choose freely among 
available service providers and to change service providers after services have 
begun, within the limitations of any applicable health insurance, medical 
assistance, or other related programs; 

(12)  A statement that the client has a right to a coordinated transfer when 
changing to a new service provider; 

(13)  A statement that the client may refuse services unless otherwise 
provided by law; 

(14)  A statement that the client may assert the client's rights without 
retaliation. 

Prior to providing any services, an unlicensed person providing nutritional 
health information, education, or both is required to obtain a signed written 
statement from a prospective client attesting that the prospective client received a 
written copy of the written notice as required by the bill.  The bill also requires the 
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unlicensed person providing nutritional health information, education, or both to 
make reasonable accommodations for clients who are unable to read, are unable to 
read English, or who have communication impairments.  (Sec. 4759.10.) 

Sunset Review Commission 

Under existing law, unless otherwise exempt, an agency that is in existence 
on January 1, 2001 expires on December 31, 2004 unless the agency is renewed by 
passage of a bill that continues the statutes creating and empowering the agency, 
that amends or repeals those statutes, or that enacts new statutes, to improve 
agency usefulness, performance, or effectiveness.  The Ohio Board of Dietetics is 
currently exempt from review and expiration.  (R.C. 101.83 (not in bill).) 

The bill removes the Board's exemption and subjects the Board to possible 
expiration (if none of the actions described above occur) on December 31, 2004 
(R.C. 101.82). 
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