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BILL SUMMARY 

• Authorizes the Governor to convey certain real estate in Muskingum 
County to the Muskingum County Board of County Commissioners. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

In 1979, the General Assembly approved the transfer of certain state 
property in Muskingum County to the Muskingum County Board of County 
Commissioners for county use.1  The act and the deed conveying the property 
required that, if the county did not remove the buildings and any debris on the 
property, or renovate those buildings, within two years of the conveyance, the title 
to the property would revert back to the state.2  In addition, the act and the deed 
required that, if the county sold the property for private development, the state was 
to receive the sale proceeds for the value of the real property, and the county was 
to receive a pro rata share of the sale proceeds for the value of any buildings on 
the property that the county built or remodeled.3  The deed was conveyed to the 
Board of County Commissioners on August 29, 1979. 

The bill states it is possible that, two years after that conveyance, all right, 
title, and interest of the county in the property reverted back to the state due to the 
Board of County Commissioners' nonperformance of the requirement to remove 
the buildings and debris, or renovate the buildings, on the property as described 
above.  However, since the conveyance, both the state and Muskingum County 
have treated the property as if it were under the county's ownership.  Thus, the bill 
states the intention to establish that the ownership of the property is with the Board 
                                        
1 Am. S.B. 136 of the 113th General Assembly (effective July 26, 1979). 

2 Sections 2, 3, and 4 of the act. 

3 Section 5 of the act. 
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of County Commissioners, by authorizing the issuance of a deed again conveying 
the property from the state to the county.  (Sections 1 and 2.) 4 

The consideration for the conveyance is the mutual benefit to the state and 
the county that will result from "clearing" the property's title, enabling the county 
to use and convey the property for purposes that will enhance the county's 
economic development efforts and for any other appropriate county purposes as 
determined by the Board of County Commissioners.  Additional consideration is 
the benefit the state received by Muskingum County maintaining the property 
during the time since the previous conveyance.  (Section 3.) 

The bill requires the state to follow the procedure in codified law (R.C. 
5301.13) for the preparation, execution, and recording of the deed (Section 4).5 

All of the bill's provisions expire one year after their effective date (Section 
5). 
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4 The title description to the property is found in Section 2 of the bill. 

5 The deed authorized by H.B. 209 is not to contain any requirement to remove or 
renovate buildings, any associated "possibility of reverter to the state" clause, or any 
requirement to pay any proceeds of a sale of the property to the state, as was in Am. S.B. 
136 of the 113th General Assembly (Section 1, last paragraph). 


