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BILL SUMMARY 

• Allows charitable gambling by county or independent agricultural 
societies during specified time periods at all county fairgrounds rather 
than only at fairgrounds in counties with a population of 500,000 or less 
as under current law (R.C. 1711.09). 

• Allows a distributor of bingo supplies to modify, convert, add to, or 
remove parts from bingo supplies to further their promotion or sale (R.C. 
2915.01(PP) and 2915.081(A) and (E)). 

• Includes, within the definition of "service organization," a nonprofit 
organization that is organized and operated exclusively to provide, or to 
contribute to the support of organizations or institutions organized and 
operated exclusively to provide, immediate shelter to victims of domestic 
violence (R.C. 2915.01(O)(1)). 

• Expands the definition of "nonprofit medical organization" to include any 
501(c)(3) organization that has been incorporated as a nonprofit 

                                                 
* This analysis was prepared before the report of the Senate Agriculture Committee 
appeared in the Senate Journal.  Note that the list of co-sponsors and the legislative 
history may be incomplete. 
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corporation for at least five years and that has been operated and will be 
operated primarily to provide, or to contribute to the support of 
organizations or institutions organized and operated exclusively to 
provide, hospital, medical, research, or therapeutic services for the public 
(R.C. 2915.01(P)). 

• Provides that if a bingo session commences at 10 a.m., instant bingo 
tickets may be sold beginning at 9 a.m. (R.C. 2915.09(C)(6)). 

• Authorizes a chamber of commerce to conduct not more than one raffle 
per year to raise money for the chamber of commerce (R.C. 
2915.01(DDD) and 2915.092(B)). 

• Provides that if a charitable organization that is authorized to conduct a 
raffle, but that is not also described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, conducts a raffle, the organization must distribute at least 
50% of the net profit from the raffle to a charitable purpose or a 
department or agency of the federal government, the state, or any 
political subdivision (R.C. 2915.092(A)(2)). 

• Provides that if a veteran's, fraternal,  or sporting organization conducts 
instant bingo, for the first $75,000, or a greater amount prescribed by the 
Attorney General to adjust for changes in prices as measured by the 
Consumer Price Index, of net profit generated during a calendar year:  (1) 
at least 25% must be distributed to a governmental unit, 501(c)(3) 
organization, or department or agency of the federal government, the 
state, or any political subdivision, and (2) not more than 75% may be 
deducted and retained for reimbursement of or for the organization's 
expenses in conducting the instant bingo game (R.C. 2915.101(A)(1)(a)). 

• Provides that the Charitable Bingo Law does not prohibit a veteran's, 
fraternal, or sporting organization from distributing net profit from 
instant bingo to a 501(c)(3) organization when the 501(c)(3) organization 
makes donations to other organizations and permits donors to advise or 
direct such donations so long as the donations comply with requirements 
established in or pursuant to subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code (R.C. 2915.101(C)). 

• Eliminates a requirement of current law that a veteran's, fraternal, or 
sporting organization must pay expenses that are directly for the conduct 
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of instant bingo by check from a checking account devoted exclusively to 
a bingo session or instant bingo game (R.C. 2915.101(A)(3)). 

• Requires the owner or lessor of a location that has entered into a contract 
with a charitable instant bingo organization to assist in the conduct of 
instant bingo at that location to pay the full gross profit to the 
organization in return for each deal of instant bingo tickets sold and to 
pay to the organization the value of any unredeemed instant bingo prizes 
remaining in the deal of instant bingo tickets, and defines "retail income 
from all commercial activity," for purposes of the prohibition against 
conducting instant bingo at a location where the primary source of retail 
income from all commercial activity at that location is the sale of instant 
bingo tickets, to mean the income received from the provision of goods, 
services, or activities that are provided at the location, including the sale 
of instant bingo tickets, and, for certain religious organizations, to 
include donations from its members and guests (R.C. 2915.093(A) and 
(E)). 

• Limits a veteran's, fraternal, or sporting organization that conducts instant 
bingo at other than a bingo session to the sale of instant bingo for 12 
hours during any day and not earlier than 10 a.m. or later than 2 a.m. 
rather than ten consecutive hours per day for up to six days per week as 
under current law (R.C. 2915.13(A)(1)). 

• Provides that a charitable organization's use of bingo proceeds in certain 
situations to pay for expenses includes reimbursement of expenses (R.C. 
2915.09(A)(2) and 2915.101(A)(1)). 

• Regulates the use of the net profit of bingo and instant bingo by a 
charitable organization in the twelve-month period ending October 31, 
2004, that equals the amount of funds that the charitable organization 
paid to the Attorney General as a condition for obtaining a bingo license 
under a charitable settlement that was entered into with the Attorney 
General on or after July 1, 2003, and before September 1, 2003, and that 
was based on illegal gambling citations involving the charitable 
organization within the five years prior to June 30, 2003 (Section 3). 
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