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BILL SUMMARY 

• Authorizes the Bureau of Motor Vehicles to issue fraternity-sorority 
license plates inscribed with the name or Greek letters of a nationally 
recognized fraternity or sorority. 

• Requires the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to collect a contribution of $15, 
plus a $10 processing fee, for each fraternity-sorority license plate 
application or renewal.  

• Creates the Panhellenic Scholarship Fund in the state treasury, supported 
by the contributions for fraternity-sorority license plates. 

• Creates the Panhellenic Scholarship Program to award scholarships to 
college students who achieve a grade point average of 3.0 or better, 
demonstrate financial need, and are enrolled at an eligible Ohio 
institution. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Fraternity-sorority license plates 

(R.C. 4503.513) 

The bill creates the fraternity-sorority license plate and models the 
administration of the plate after the collegiate license plate.  Owners or lessees of 
any passenger car, noncommercial motor vehicle, recreational vehicle, or vehicle 
of a class approved by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles may apply for a particular 
type of fraternity-sorority license plate.  The plate will bear the name, Greek 
letters, or both, of a fraternity or sorority that has a national office or headquarters 
that grants charters to establish chapters of that fraternity or sorority at universities 
and colleges in this country, in addition to the letters and numbers ordinarily 
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inscribed on the plate.  The Registrar must approve the overall design of the plate, 
and the plate must bear the sticker that identifies the county of registration by 
name or number.  Requests for the plate may be combined with requests for a 
special reserved license plate (sometimes referred to as "vanity plates"). 

A contribution of $15 for each application for registration or renewal of the 
fraternity-sorority license plate must be collected by the Registrar, who will 
transmit the contribution to the Treasurer of State to be deposited into the 
Panhellenic Scholarship Fund, which the bill creates in the state treasury, and used 
for the Panhellenic Scholarship Program (see below).  An additional fee of $10 
must be collected by the Registrar to compensate the Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
for additional services required in issuing the plate.  The $10 fee will be deposited 
into the state treasury to the credit of the existing State Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
Fund.  Additionally, the applicant must pay the regular license tax, any applicable 
motor vehicle tax, and additional fees for special reserve license plates or stickers, 
and must comply with all other applicable laws relating to the registration of 
motor vehicles.  Once these fees have been collected and the application has been 
completed, the Registrar must issue the appropriate vehicle registration and a set 
of the particular type of plate selected by the applicant together with the validation 
sticker, or a validation sticker alone once the person already has the fraternity-
sorority plates. 

The Registrar must adopt rules, in accordance with the Administrative 
Procedure Act, to administer the fraternity-sorority license plate program. 

Retiring license plates 

(R.C. 4503.511 and 4503.512) 

If, in a full calendar year, there are fewer than 150 new and renewed 
registrations of a particular type of fraternity-sorority license plate, the Registrar 
must send a written notice to the fraternity or sorority between January 1 and 
January 15 of the following calendar year.  The notice must inform the fraternity 
or sorority of the low number of registrations and that the program involving its 
license plate is terminated.  Additionally, the Registrar's notice must inform the 
fraternity or sorority that the license plate can be reestablished if the registrar 
receives written statements from 150 persons indicating that they will apply for 
and obtain that type of plate. 

If a particular type of fraternity or sorority license plate is terminated, the 
owner of a motor vehicle with that type of plate may renew the plate as long as it 
is serviceable.  If the plate is not serviceable, the same type of plate may be issued 
only if the Bureau of Motor Vehicles has a stock of that plate at the time of 
application.  The Registrar must continue to collect and distribute the contributions 
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of motor vehicles displaying the terminated plate as long as registrations of that 
plate continue. 

Panhellenic Scholarship Fund and the Panhellenic Scholarship Program 

(R.C. 3333.45 and 3333.46) 

The bill creates the Panhellenic Scholarship Fund to receive the $15 
contributions paid to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles for fraternity-sorority license 
plates.  Money in the Panhellenic Scholarship Fund will be used to award college 
scholarships through the Panhellenic Scholarship Program.   The Board of Regents 
will administer the scholarship program pursuant to rules that it must adopt. 

Scholarships are to be awarded to any student enrolled full-time in either 
(1) a state institution of higher education (which includes state universities, 
community colleges, state community colleges, technical colleges, and university 
branch campuses) or (2) a private, nonprofit institution of higher education that 
holds a certificate of authorization from the Board of Regents.  Students enrolled 
in private career colleges regulated by the State Board of Career Colleges and 
Schools and private institutions operating as for-profit corporations are not eligible 
to receive a scholarship.  To be eligible for a scholarship, the student must also 
achieve a final high school grade point average (if applying upon completion of 
high school), or maintain a cumulative grade point average at the institution of 
higher education, of at least a 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, and must 
demonstrate financial need, as determined by the Board.1  Membership in a 
fraternity or sorority is not required to receive a scholarship. 

The Board is to determine the amount of the scholarship.  If the amount 
available in the Fund is insufficient to allow all eligible students to receive a 
scholarship, the Board must adjust the amount awarded so that all eligible students 
receive a scholarship.  The scholarship is renewable for up to three additional 
academic years. 

                                                 
1 Although the bill explicitly references, in its eligibility standards, students who graduate 
from high school during or after the 2003-2004 school year, it does not appear to 
disqualify students who graduated from high school before then.  Rather, it appears that 
any students enrolled full-time in an eligible institution who demonstrate financial need 
according to the Board's rules and maintain the minimum cumulative grade point 
average would qualify for a scholarship for up to four academic years. 
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