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ACT SUMMARY 

• Adds one judge to the general division of the Butler County Court of 
Common Pleas to be elected in 2006 for a term to begin January 3, 2007. 

• Adds one judge to the general division of the Morrow County Court of 
Common Pleas to be elected in 2006 for a term to begin January 1, 2007. 

• Adds one judge to the general division of the Lorain County Court of 
Common Pleas, to be elected in 2006 for a term to begin January 6, 2007. 

• Adds one judge to the domestic relations division of the Lorain County 
Court of Common Pleas, to be elected in 2008 for a term to begin 
February 9, 2009, and specifies that this judge will be the successor to the 
Court's probate judge serving on the act's effective date. 

• Transfers the jurisdiction and duties of the Lorain County probate judge 
to the domestic relations division of the Lorain County Court of Common 
Pleas on and after January 1, 2006. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Additional judge for the Butler County Court of Common Pleas 

The Butler County Court of Common Pleas formerly had 11 judges:  six 
judges of the general division, two judges of the domestic relations division, two 
judges of the juvenile division, and one judge of the probate division.  The act 
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adds a judge to the Court, to serve in the general division.  The new judge will be 
elected in 2006 for a term to begin January 3, 2007.  (R.C. 2101.02 (not in the act), 
2301.02(B), and 2301.03(K).) 

Additional judge for the Morrow County Court of Common Pleas 

The Morrow County Court of Common Pleas formerly had one judge.  The 
judge was elected in 2004, is the successor to the judge initially elected in 1956, 
and served in all capacities for the Court, including as the judge of the Probate 
Division and as the Juvenile Judge.  The act adds a judge to the Court, to be 
elected in 2006 for a term to begin January 1, 2007.  The act provides that the 
successors to the judge elected in 1956 (i.e., the judge elected in 2004 and that 
judge's successors) wi ll continue to serve as the probate judge.  (R.C. 2301.02(A) 
and (C).) 

Additional judge for the Lorain County Court of Common Pleas 

The Lorain County Court of Common Pleas formerly had nine judges:  five 
judges of the general division, three judges of the domestic relations division, and 
one judge of the probate division.  The act adds one judge to the Court, to serve in 
the general division and to be elected in 2006 for a term to begin January 6, 2007.  
The act also adds one judge to the Court's domestic relations division, to be 
elected in 2008 for a term to begin February 9, 2009, but the act specifies that the 
domestic relations judge elected for the term beginning February 9, 2009, will be 
the successor to the probate judge serving on the act's effective date.  Therefore, 
the net addition to the court is one judge.  (R.C. 2101.02 (not in the act), 
2301.02(B), and 2301.03(C)(1)(a) and (c).) 

Duties of the Lorain County domestic relations and probate judges 

Under prior law, every court of common pleas, except those in several 
small counties, had a separate probate division.  Formerly, "probate court" meant 
the probate division, and "probate judge" meant the judge of that division.  Also, 
under prior law many courts of common pleas had domestic relations or juvenile 
divisions.  The Lorain County Court of Common Pleas had both a separate probate 
division and a domestic relations division.  The act retains these provisions except 
for the change regarding Morrow County as described above and except for the 
changes regarding Lorain County as described below.  (R.C. 2101.01(B), 
2301.02(C), and 2301.03(C).) 

January 1, 2006, through February 8, 2009 

The act provides that, in Lorain County, from January 1, 2006, through 
February 8, 2009, "probate court" means both the probate division and the 
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domestic relations division of the court of common pleas, and "probate judge" 
means both the judge of the probate division and each judge of the domestic 
relations division.  In addition to their preexisting juvenile court and domestic 
relations powers and duties, the domestic relations division judges also will 
perform the duties and functions of, and will exercise probate jurisdiction 
concurrently with, the probate judge.  With respect to Lorain County, all 
references in law to the probate court will be construed as references to both the 
probate court and the division of domestic relations, and all references in law to 
the probate judge will be construed as references to both the probate judge and the 
judges of the division of domestic relations.  (R.C. 2101.01(B), 2301.02(C), and 
2301.03(C).) 

Beginning February 9, 2009 

The act provides that, in Lorain County, beginning February 9, 2009, 
"probate court" will mean the domestic relations division, and "probate judge" will 
mean each judge of the domestic relations division.  In addition to their preexisting 
juvenile court and domestic relations powers and duties, the judges of the 
domestic relations division also will have jurisdiction over probate matters and 
will perform the duties and functions of the judge of the probate division.  With 
respect to Lorain County:  (1) all references in law to the probate court will be 
construed as references to the court of common pleas, division of domestic 
relations, and all references to the probate judge will be construed as references to 
the judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, (2) all 
pleadings, forms, journals, and other records filed or used in probate matters 
should be entitled "In the Court of Common Pleas, Domestic Relations Division," 
but they will not be defective if entitled "In the Probate Division" or "In the 
Probate Court," and (3) all references in law to the clerk of the probate court will 
be construed as references to the judge who is serving pursuant to Rule 4 of the 
Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio as the administrative judge of the 
court of common pleas, division of domestic relations.  (R.C. 2101.01(B) and (C), 
2301.02(C), and 2301.03(C).) 
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