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BILL SUMMARY 

• Generally increases from $5,000 to $100,000 the maximum allowable 
amount of a person's interest in one parcel or item of real or personal 
property used as a residence by the person or a dependent of the person 
that is exempt from execution, garnishment, attachment, or sale to satisfy 
a judgment or order. 

• Increases from $5,000 to $100,000 the maximum allowable amount of a 
person's interest in one parcel or item of real or personal property used as 
a residence by the person or a dependent of the person that is exempt 
from a judgment lien on a judgment or order regarding money owed for 
health care services rendered or health care supplies provided to the 
person or a dependent of the person. 

• Exempts one parcel or item of real or personal property that a person uses 
as a residence from execution, garnishment, attachment, or sale to satisfy 
a judgment rendered against the person in a civil action upon a medical 
claim, dental claim, optometric claim, or chiropractic claim. 

• Provides that the exemption described in the preceding dot point does not 
preclude, affect, or invalidate the creation under the Execution of Judgments 
Law of a judgment lien upon the exempted property but only delays the 
enforcement of the lien until the property is sold or otherwise transferred by 
the owner or in accordance with other applicable laws to a person or entity 
other than the judgment debtor's surviving spouse or surviving minor children 
and exempts from the judgment lien so created the person's interest, not to 
exceed $100,000, in the exempted property. 
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CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Exempt Property Law 

The Exempt Property Law (R.C. 2329.66) provides that every person who 
is domiciled in Ohio may hold certain types of property or interests in the property 
up to specified amounts exempt from execution, garnishment, attachment, or sale 
to satisfy a judgment or order. 

Property used as residence; judgments in general 

Existing law 

One of the types of property that is covered in the Exempt Property Law is 
property that is used as the residence of a person domiciled in Ohio or a dependent 
of that person.  With the exception of the type of judgments and orders described 
in "Health care judgment " in "Existing law," under "Property used as residence; 
other judgments and orders," below, the Exempt Property Law exempts from 
execution, garnishment, attachment, or sale to satisfy a judgment the person's 
interest, not to exceed $5,000, in one parcel or item of real or personal property 
that the person or a dependent of the person uses as a residence.  (R.C. 
2329.66(A)(1)(b).) 

Operation of the bill 

The bill increases the maximum allowable exempted amount of a person's 
interest in property used as a residence.  It provides that with the exception of the 
types of judgments and orders described in "Property used as residence; other 
judgments and orders," below, the Exempt Property Law exempts the person's 
interest, not to exceed $100,000 (instead of $5,000) in one parcel or item of real or 
personal property that the person or a dependent of the person uses as a residence.  
(R.C. 2329.66(A)(1)(c).) 

Property used as residence; other judgments and orders 

Existing law 

Health care judgment.  In the case of a judgment or order regarding money 
owed for health care services rendered or health care supplies provided to a person 
domiciled in Ohio or a dependent of the person (hereafter, "health care 
judgment"), the Exempt Property Law, not affected by the bill, exempts one parcel 
or item of real or personal property that the person or a dependent of the person 
uses as a residence.  This provision does not preclude, affect, or invalidate the 
creation under R.C. Chapter 2329. (Execution Against Property Law) of a 
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judgment lien upon the exempted property but only delays the enforcement of the 
lien until the property is sold or otherwise transferred by the owner or in 
accordance with other applicable laws to a person or entity other than the 
surviving spouse or surviving minor children of the judgment debtor. 

Existing law provides that every person who is domiciled in Ohio may hold 
exempt from a judgment lien created pursuant to the above provision the person's 
interest, not to exceed $5,000, in the exempted property.  (R.C. 2329.66(A)(1)(a).) 

Operation of the bill 

Health care judgment.  The bill increases the maximum allowable amount 
of the person's interest in one parcel or item of real or personal property used as a 
residence of the person or a dependent of the person that is exempt from a 
judgment lien upon the exempted property created as described in the first 
paragraph above in "Health care judgment " under "Existing law" to $100,000 
(instead of $5,000) (R.C. 2329.66(A)(1)(a)). 

Judgment in medical, dental, optometric, or chiropractic claim.  The bill 
enacts a new exemption in the Exempt Property Law.  It provides that in the case 
of a judgment rendered against a person in a civil action upon a "medical claim," 
"dental claim," "optometric claim," or "chiropractic claim"  (see "Definitions," 
below) that was brought against the person, one parcel or item of real or personal 
property that the person uses as a residence is exempt from execution, 
garnishment, attachment, or sale to satisfy a judgment or order.  This provision 
does not preclude, affect, or invalidate the creation under the Execution Against 
Property Law of a judgment lien upon the exempted property but only delays the 
enforcement of the lien until the property is sold or otherwise transferred by the 
owner or in accordance with other applicable laws to a person or entity other than 
the surviving spouse or surviving minor children of the judgment debtor.  The bill 
further provides that every person who is domiciled in Ohio may hold exempt 
from a judgment lien upon the exempted property that is created pursuant to the 
above provision the person's interest, not to exceed $100,000, in the exempted 
property.  (R.C. 2329.66(A)(1)(b).) 

Definitions 

The bill defines the following terms, by reference to R.C. 2305.113 (R.C. 
2329.66(B)(5)): 

"Medical claim" means any claim that is asserted in any civil action against 
a physician, podiatrist, hospital, home, or residential facility, against any employee 
or agent of a physician, podiatrist, hospital, home, or residential facility, or against 
a licensed practical nurse, registered nurse, advanced practice nurse, physical 
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therapist, physician assistant, emergency medical technician-basic, emergency 
medical technician-intermediate, or emergency medical technician-paramedic, and 
that arises out of the medical diagnosis, care, or treatment of any person. "Medical 
claim" includes the following:  (1) derivative claims for relief that arise from the 
medical diagnosis, care, or treatment of a person, (2) claims that arise out of the 
medical diagnosis, care, or treatment of any person and to which either of the 
following applies:  (a) the claim results from acts or omissions in providing 
medical care or (b) the claim results from the hiring, training, supervision, 
retention, or termination of caregivers providing medical diagnosis, care, or 
treatment, or (3) claims that arise out of the medical diagnosis, care, or treatment 
of any person and that are brought under R.C. 3721.17. 

"Dental claim" means any claim that is asserted in any civil action against a 
dentist, or against any employee or agent of a dentist, and that arises out of a 
dental operation or the dental diagnosis, care, or treatment of any person. "Dental 
claim" includes derivative claims for relief that arise from a dental operation or the 
dental diagnosis, care, or treatment of a person. 

"Chiropractic claim" means any claim that is asserted in any civil action 
against a chiropractor, or against any employee or agent of a chiropractor, and that 
arises out of the chiropractic diagnosis, care, or treatment of any person. 
"Chiropractic claim" includes derivative claims for relief that arise from the 
chiropractic diagnosis, care, or treatment of a person. 

"Optometric claim" means any claim that is asserted in any civil action 
against an optometrist, or against any employee or agent of an optometrist, and 
that arises out of the optometric diagnosis, care, or treatment of any person. 
"Optometric claim" includes derivative claims for relief that arise from the 
optometric diagnosis, care, or treatment of a person. 
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