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BILL SUMMARY

Creates the Environmental Justice Commission and requiresit to perform
various functions relating to environmental justice iSsues.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Creation and membership

The bill creates the Environmental Justice Commission consisting of ten
members. The Governor must appoint the following six members (R.C.
3745.50(B)(2)):

One representative of the general public who is knowledgeabl e about
environmental justice issues and who resides in a community that is
concerned with environmental justice.

! The bill defines "environmental justice' as the fair treatment of people of all races,
cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement
of environmental laws and rules and policies adopted under those laws (R.C.
3745.50(A)(1)). It also defines, by cross-reference to R.C. 3745.70(E), "environmental
laws' to mean the (1) Soil and Water Conservation Law, (2) Prohibition Against
Polluting State Land or Water Law, (3) Air Pollution Control Law, (4) Solid and
Hazardous Wastes Law, (5) Environmental Protection Agency Law, (6) Voluntary Action
Program Law, (7) Emergency Response Planning Law, (8) Hazardous Substances Law,
(9) Cessation of Regulated Operations Law, (10) Safe Drinking Water Law, (11) Water
Pollution Control Law, (12) any other state law whose principal purpose is
environmental protection, (13) any federal or local counterparts or extensions of these
state laws, (14) rules adopted under these state, federal, or local laws, and (15) the terms
and conditions of orders, permits, licenses, license renewals, variances, exemptions, or
plan approvals issued under these state, federal, or local laws (R.C. 3745.50(A)(2)).



One representative of the general public with an interest and
expertisein issues related to environmental justice.

One individual with expertise in environmentally related health
issues and with knowledge of issues related to environmental justice.

Oneindividual representing a statewide business organization.

One individual representing a statewide environmental advocacy
organization.

Oneindividual representing local governments.

The House Speaker must appoint two House members to the Commission,
one of whom must be a member of the minority party, and the Senate President
must appoint two Senate members to the Commission, one of whom must be a
member of the minority party (R.C. 3745.50(B)(2)).

Of the initial gubernatorial appointments, two must serve a one-year term,
two must serve atwo-year term, and two must serve athree-year term. Thereafter,
the terms of all members the Governor appoints are for three years, with each term
ending on the same day of the same month as did the term it succeeds. Each such
member must hold office from the date of appointment until the end of the term
for which the member was appointed. A member who the House Speaker or
Senate President appoints must serve on the Commission during the member's
term of officein the House or Senate, as the case may be. (R.C. 3745.50(C).)

Vacancies on the Commission must be filled in the same manner as
provided for original appointments. Any member appointed to fill a vacancy
occurring prior to the expiration date of the term for which the predecessor
member was appointed must serve for the remainder of that term. A member must
continue to serve subsequent to the expiration date of the member's term until the
member's successor takes office or until a 60-day period has elapsed, whichever
occursfirst. (R.C. 3745.50(C).)

Organization

The bill requires the Governor to annually designate one Commission
member as its chairperson and one member as its vice-chairperson. The
Commission may adopt bylaws governing its operation and must meet when the
chairperson considers it appropriate. The EPA must provide office space and
technical assistance to the Commission. (R.C. 3745.50(C).)
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Duties

In consultation with the Director of Environmental Protection, the
Commission must do all of the following (R.C. 3745.50(D)):

Conduct studies of environmental justice issues.

Establish policy statements regarding environmental justice and
make recommendations to the General Assembly and the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding the application
of those policies to the development, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental lawsin Ohio.

Coordinate programs and policies regarding environmental justice
throughout Ohio.

Aspects of Commission membership

Commission members will receive no compensation, but must be
reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the course of
performing their Commission duties. Serving as a Commission member does not
constitute holding a public office or position of employment under the laws of
Ohio and does not constitute grounds for removal of public officers or employees
from their offices or positions of employment. Members may be reappointed and
may be removed by their appointing authority for inefficiency, malfeasance,
misfeasance, or nonfeasance. (R.C. 3745.50(C).)
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