
 

Bill Analysis 

Phil Mullin Legislative Service Commission 

 
H.B. 441 

126th General Assembly 
(As Introduced) 

 
Reps. C. Evans, Hoops, Ujvagi, Healy, D. Evans, Wolpert, Faber, Allen, 

Setzer, Bubp 

BILL SUMMARY 

• Permits a member of any public body to be present at a meeting by 
teleconference or interactive video teleconference in accordance with 
rules adopted by the public body. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Current law requires:  (1) subject to specified exceptions, all meetings of 
any public body to be public meetings open to the public at all times, and (2) a 
member of a public body generally must be present in person at a meeting open to 
the public (a) to be considered present or to vote at the meeting and (b) for 
purposes of determining whether a quorum is present at the meeting (R.C. 
121.22(C)).1  There is an exception (see below) to this "present in person" 
requirement of the Open Meetings Law. 

The bill also allows a member of a public body to be "present" at a public 
meeting for the purposes mentioned in (a) and (b) above by teleconference or 
interactive video teleconference when authorized by rule adopted by the public 
body.  Every public body that authorizes its members to be present by these means 
at a meeting open to the public must establish, by rule, a method to authenticate 
the identity of a member who will be present at such a meeting by teleconference 
or interactive video teleconference.  (R.C. 121.22(C).) 

                                                 
1 Current law defines a "public body" as (a) any board, commission, committee, council, 
or similar decision-making body of a state agency, institution, or authority and any 
legislative authority or board, committee, commission, council, agency, authority, or 
similar decision-making body of any county, township, municipal corporation, school 
district, or other political subdivision or local public institution, (b) any committee or 
subcommittee of a body described in item (a), or (c) a court of jurisdiction of certain 
sanitary districts when meeting for certain purposes (R.C. 121.22(B)(1)). 
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Further, the bill conforms the laws that govern the meetings of the 
Agricultural Financing Commission, the Consumers' Counsel Governing Board, 
and financial planning and supervision commissions established for specific 
school districts to the changes made to the Open Meetings Law.  In the case of the 
financial planning and supervision commissions, members of these entities 
currently could be "present" at a meeting other than "in person" if it was held by 
teleconference and provisions were made for public attendance at any location 
involved in the teleconference.  And, in the case of the Agricultural Financing 
Commission and the Consumers' Counsel Governing Board, their laws paralleled 
the Open Meetings Law's current "present in person" requirement.  (R.C. 
901.62(A) and (B), 3316.05(K), and 4911.17.) 
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