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BILL SUMMARY 

• Requires every Ohio resident who is 66 years of age or older to be issued 
an annual hunting license, fur taker permit, deer or wild turkey permit, 
wetlands habitat stamp, or fishing license, or any combination of those 
licenses, permits, and stamp, free of charge when application is made to 
the Chief of the Division of Wildlife. 

• Eliminates current law stating that the fee for hunting, trapping, and 
fishing licenses and permits issued to persons who were born in 1938 or 
afterward, are Ohio residents, and are 66 years of age or older generally 
is half of the regular fee. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Current law generally requires a person who wishes to hunt, trap, or fish in 
this state to obtain the appropriate license or permit and to pay a specified fee as 
follows: 

Type of license Revised Code 
section 

Type of animal 
covered 

General fee for 
Ohio residents 18 

years of age or 
older 

Hunting license 1533.10 wild birds and wild 
quadrupeds1 

$18 

                                                 
1 "Wild quadrupeds" means cottontail rabbits, gray squirrels, black squirrels, fox 
squirrels, red squirrels, flying squirrels, chipmunks, groundhogs or woodchucks, white-
tailed deer, wild boar, black bears, and fur-bearing animals (sec. 1531.01(U) and (V), 
not in the bill). 
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Type of license Revised Code 
section 

Type of animal 
covered 

General fee for 
Ohio residents 18 

years of age or 
older 

Special deer permit 1533.11 deer $23 

Special wild turkey 
permit 

1533.11 wild turkey $23 

Fur taker permit 1533.111 fur-bearing animals2 $14 

Wetlands habitat 
stamp 

1533.112 (not in the 
bill) 

ducks, geese, or 
brant 

$14 

Fishing license 1533.32 fish, frogs, and 
turtles 

$18 

 

Under current law, residents of the state who were born on or before 
December 31, 1937, must be issued the appropriate license, permit, or stamp free 
of charge when application is made to the Chief of the Division of Wildlife in the 
Department of Natural Resources in the manner prescribed by and on forms 
provided by the Chief (sec. 1533.12(B)(2)).  Current law specifies that persons 
born after that date who are Ohio residents and who at the time of application for a 
license or permit are 66 years of age or older must obtain the appropriate special 
senior license or permit, the fee for which is half of the regular fee with the 
exception of the fee for the wetlands habitat stamp, which is the full regular fee 
(secs. 1533.10, 1533.11, 1533.111, 1533.112 (not in the bill), and 1533.32). 

The bill eliminates the above provisions and instead specifies that every 
resident of the state who is 66 years of age or older must be issued an annual 
hunting license, fur taker permit, deer or wild turkey permit, wetlands habitat 
stamp, or fishing license, or any combination of those licenses, permits, and 

                                                                                                                                                 
  "Wild birds" includes game birds and nongame birds (sec. 1531.01(Q), not in the bill).  
However, current law prohibits catching, killing, injuring, or pursuing any bird other 
than a game bird (sec. 1533.07, not in the bill).  "Game birds" includes mourning doves, 
ringneck pheasants, bobwhite quail, ruffed grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, pinnated grouse, 
wild turkey, Hungarian partridge, Chukar partridge, woodcocks, black-breasted plover, 
golden plover, Wilson's snipe or jacksnipe, greater and lesser yellowlegs, rail, coots, 
gallinules, duck, geese, brant, and crows (sec. 1531.01(S), not in the bill). 

2 "Fur-bearing animals" includes minks, weasels, raccoons, skunks, opossums, muskrats, 
fox, beavers, badgers, otters, coyotes, and bobcats (sec. 1531.01(W), not in the bill). 
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stamp, free of charge when application is made to the Chief in the manner 
prescribed by and on forms provided by the Chief (secs. 1533.10, 1533.11, 
1533.111, 1533.12(B)(2), and 1533.32).  The bill also specifies that residents who 
are 66 years of age or older may take or catch frogs and turtles without a fishing 
license (sec. 1533.32). 
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