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BILL SUMMARY 

• Specifies that for purposes of current law that establishes free permanent 
registration of service dogs, proof of training requirements are satisfied 
with respect to a seizure alert dog by proof that the dog has been trained 
to ensure that its behavior is safe and appropriate for access to public 
places. 

• Includes seizure assistance dogs, seizure response dogs, and seizure alert 
dogs as service dogs for purposes of existing law that governs the right of 
a person who is accompanied by a service dog to have access to public 
places, and applies the same proof of training requirements for seizure 
dogs for that purpose as for free permanent registration. 

• Includes seizure assistance dogs, seizure response dogs, and seizure alert 
dogs as service dogs for purposes of existing law that governs the 
opportunity of nonprofit special agencies that train service dogs to obtain 
impounded, unclaimed dogs from a county dog warden. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Free permanent registration 

Current law establishes free permanent registration for dogs that are in 
training to become or that serve as guide or leader dogs for blind persons, hearing 
dogs for deaf persons, support dogs for mobility impaired persons, and seizure 
assistance, seizure response, or seizure alert dogs for persons with a seizure 
disorder.  Under current law, in order to obtain free permanent registration, the 
owner of such a dog must file an application and be able to show proof by 
certificate or other means that the dog is in training or has been trained to so serve.  
The bill adds that because the ability of a seizure alert dog to anticipate that a 
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seizure is imminent in a person whom the dog is aiding is an innate ability that 
cannot be taught, the certificate or other means of proof of training required for a 
seizure alert dog is required to certify only that the dog has been trained to ensure 
that its behavior is safe and appropriate for access to public places to which the 
general public is invited.  (Sec. 955.011.)  

Right of access 

Current law specifies that when a blind, deaf, or mobility impaired person 
is accompanied by a dog that serves as or is in training to become a guide, leader, 
listener, or support dog for the person, and the person can show proof by 
certificate or other means that the dog serving the person has been or is being 
trained for that purpose by a nonprofit special agency engaged in that work, the 
person is entitled to the full and equal accommodations, advantages, facilities, and 
privileges of all public conveyances, hotels, lodging places, all places of public 
accommodation, amusement, or resort, all institutions of education, and other 
places to which the general public is invited.  The person may take the dog into 
such conveyances and places, subject only to the conditions and limitations 
applicable to all persons not so accompanied, except that:  (1) the dog cannot 
occupy a seat in a public conveyance, (2) the dog must be on a leash while using 
the facilities of a common carrier, and (3) any dog in training must be covered by 
a liability insurance policy provided by the nonprofit special agency engaged in 
such work protecting members of the public against personal injury or property 
damage caused by the dog.  (Sec. 955.43(A).)  Current law prohibits a person from 
depriving a blind, deaf, or mobility impaired person and the dog serving him of the 
right of access to the places described and from charging a fee or charge for the 
dog (sec. 955.43(B)). 

The bill makes these provisions applicable to persons who are accompanied 
by a dog that serves as or is in training to become a seizure assistance, seizure 
response, or seizure alert dog.  In addition, it specifies that for purposes of 
satisfying the proof of training requirement, a person who is aided by a seizure 
alert dog is required only to show proof by certificate or other means that the dog 
has been trained to ensure that its behavior is safe and appropriate for access to 
places to which the general public is invited.  Proof that the seizure alert dog has 
been trained to anticipate seizures is not required because the ability of a seizure 
alert dog to anticipate that a seizure is imminent in a person whom the dog is 
aiding is an innate ability that cannot be taught.  (Sec. 955.43.) 

Donation of impounded dogs to nonprofit special agencies for training 

Current law requires any dog that has been seized and impounded by the 
county dog warden to be kept, housed, and fed for three days for the purpose of 
being redeemed by its owner.  After that time period expires, any dog not 
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redeemed must be donated to any nonprofit special agency that requests it and that 
is engaged in the training of dogs that serve as guide or leader dogs for blind 
persons, hearing dogs for deaf persons, and support dogs for mobility impaired 
persons.  The bill adds that such a dog must be donated to any nonprofit special 
agency that requests it and that is engaged in the training of dogs that serve as a 
seizure assistance, seizure response, or seizure alert dog for a person with a seizure 
disorder.  (Sec. 955.16.)  
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