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BILL SUMMARY 

• Permits an independent candidate to select a ballot designation, which 
will appear on the ballot below the candidate's name, and requires the 
designation to be made on the candidate's nominating petition. 

• Prohibits the use of any ballot designation by an independent candidate 
that is longer than 15 letters or that mimics the name of any major, 
intermediate, or minor political party. 

• Eliminates the current ballot designation of "other-party candidate" for 
independent candidates. 

• Permits independent candidates for the office of President and Vice-
President to select a ballot designation as a "nonparty candidate" or a 
ballot designation of their choice. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Existing law 

An independent candidate generally may choose, under existing law, to be 
designated on the ballot as a "nonparty candidate" or an "other-party candidate" or 
to be placed on the ballot without a designation (R.C. 3505.03).  The candidate 
must choose the selected designation at the time the candidate files a nominating 
petition (R.C. 3513.257--not in the bill).  If the candidate does not specify a 
designation, the candidate's name appears on the ballot without a designation (R.C. 
3505.03). 

This option of choosing a "nonparty candidate" or "other-party candidate" 
designation does not apply to independent candidates for the office of President 
and Vice-President.  Existing law prohibits any political identification or the name 
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of any political party from being printed on the ballot below the names of those 
candidates.  (R.C. 3505.10.) 

Changes proposed by the bill 

The bill continues to allow an independent candidate to request a ballot 
designation as a "nonparty candidate," but it eliminates the designation "other-
party candidate."  Instead of being designated as an "other-party candidate," the 
bill permits an independent candidate to choose a designation that will appear on 
the ballot.  A designation selected by a candidate must not do any of the following: 

(1)  Mimic the name of any major, intermediate, or minor political party; 

(2)  Be longer than 15 letters; 

(3)  Be printed on the ballot unless the candidate's nominating petition 
carried that designation (see COMMENT). 

The bill also eliminates the prohibition against political identification 
appearing on the ballot for independent candidates for the office of President and 
Vice-President.  Thus, under the bill, independent candidates for those offices may 
request a selected ballot designation or a designation as a "nonparty candidate."  
(R.C. 3505.10.) 

COMMENT 

The bill permits an independent candidate to have a ballot designation of 
the candidate's choice only if the designation is included on the candidate's 
nominating petition.  The bill does not, however, amend the sections that relate to 
the nominating petition form (R.C. 3513.257 and 3513.261).  These sections will 
need to be amended in order to allow the designation to appear on the petition. 
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