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BILL SUMMARY 

• Requires any child who is less than eight years old and less than four 
feet, nine inches tall to be secured in a booster seat when traveling in a 
motor vehicle if the child is not otherwise required to be secured in a 
child restraint system. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Under current law, a child who is less than four years old or who weighs 
less than 40 pounds, or both, must be secured in a federally approved child 
restraint system when being transported in a motor vehicle (other than a taxi or 
public safety vehicle).  Violation of this requirement is a minor misdemeanor on a 
first offense, and subsequent offenses are a fourth degree misdemeanor.  A 
nonresident who violates this state's child restraint law is subject to a criminal 
penalty only if the person fails to prove compliance with the child restraint laws of 
the person's state of residence.  Current law also establishes that the failure to use a 
child restraint system when required may not be used in a related civil or other 
criminal action.  (R.C. 4511.81.) 

Under the bill, a child who is less than eight years old and less than four 
feet nine inches in height, must be secured in a booster seat when being 
transported in a motor vehicle (other than a taxi or public safety vehicle), if that 
child is not otherwise required to be transported in a child restraint system.  
Booster seats required under the bill must meet federal motor vehicle safety 
standards.  The penalty for a violation of the booster seat requirement is the same 
as described above for a violation of the child restraint requirement, including the 
nonresident provisions.  Current law provisions governing the effect of failure to 
secure a child in a child restraint system in a civil or other criminal action also 
apply to the failure to use a booster seat. 
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