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BILL SUMMARY

Allows a person who was awarded a comba star for engagement in
actual combat against the enemy to request the display of the combat star
on a specia combat or military license plate.

Requires the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to adopt rules to determine (1)
the specific combat or military license plates that are appropriate for the
display of combat stars and (2) the documentary evidence necessary as
proof of the combat star award.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Current law authorizes the issuance of a variety of special combat or
military license plates, including World Wars | and I, Pearl Harbor, Korea,
Vietnam, Grenada, Lebanon, Panama, Persian Gulf, Purple Heart recipient,
Bronze and Silver Star Medal recipient, and Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
recipient. Special military license plates also are available for active duty
members of each branch of the United States military, honorably discharged
veterans, and Marine Corps League, Military Reserve, Military Retired, National
Defense, and National Guard personnel. Different specific criteria apply for the
issuance of each special combat or military license plate.

Under the bill, any person who is eligible for a combat or military license
plate of the type approved by the Registrar, who aso has been awarded a battle
star, may request the issuance of the approved combat or military license plate
displaying the combat battle stars received by the person. The bill defines "battle
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star" to mean a military award approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff for service members who were engaged inactual combat against the enemy
under certain circumstances. (See COMMENT.)

Not later than six months after the bill's effective date, the Registrar must
adopt rulesto do both of the following:

(1) Determine the combat and military license plates that are appropriate
for the display of battle stars and select an additional design for each approved
combat or military license plate that includes the display of one or more battle
stars;

(2) Establish the documentary evidence that an applicant must present as
proof of the award upon a request for the display of a battle star on an approved
combat or military license plate.

The Registrar must issue the combat or military license plates displaying
the appropriate battle stars to an applicant upon application and compliance with
the requirements for issuance of the specific approved combat or military license
plate, presentation of satisfactory evidence of the battle star award, and
compliance with all other applicable laws relating to the registration of motor
vehicles.

COMMENT

While the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the approving authority
for gpecific battle stars, the award of a battle star must be requested by a
Combatant Commander and is applicable for service members who were engaged
in actual combat against the enemy under circumstances involving grave danger of
death or serious bodily injury from enemy action. See generally, 32 C.F.R. § 578
and 70 Fed. Reg. 66602-01.
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