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BILL SUMMARY

Creates the Task Force on Implementing the Federal Domestic Violence
Option in the Ohio Works First Program.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Creation and functions

The bill creates the Task Force on Implementing the Federal Domestic
Violence Option in the Ohio Works First Program (see COMMENT). The Task
Force is required to study issues pertaining to the implementation of the federal
domestic violence option as an exemption to the work and time limit requirements
for benefits under the Ohio Works First Program. The Task Force is also required
to (1) assess the current status of dmestic violence services in each county,
including counseling and screening, (2) review the application and implementation
of the federal domestic violence option in other states, and (3) conduct public
meetings in different parts of the state throughout its existence. (Section 1(A) and

(©).)

Member ship and organization

The Task Force will consist of the following 14 members (Section 1(A)):

(1) Three members of the Senate, appointed by the Senate President, not
more than two of whom can belong to the same political party as the Senate
President;

(2) Three members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the
House Speaker, not more than two of whom can belong to the same political party
as the House Speaker;

(3) The Director of Job and Family Services, or the Director's designee;



(4) Two individuals representing the Ohio Empowerment Coalition,
appointed by the Governor;

(5) Two individuals representing domestic violence prevention
organizations, appointed by the Governor;

(6) One individual who has been a victim of domestic violence, appointed
by the Governor;

(7) One individual from a county department of job and family services,
appointed by the Governor;

(8) One county prosecuting attorney, appointed by the Governor.

Initial appointments must be made no later than 45 days after the bill's
effective date. And, vacancies must be filled in the same manner as the initial
appointments. (Section 1(A).)

The Task Force must convene for its first meeting no later than 90 days
after the bill's effective date and must elect a chairperson from among its
members. A magjority of the members constitutes a quorum for the conduct of
meetings and transaction of business. (Section 1(B).)

Report and termination

The Task Force must prepare and submit a report, no later than December
31, 2006, to the Governor, the President and Minority Leader of the Senate, and
the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives. The report
must include recommendations on how to implement the federal domestic
violence option within the Ohio Works First Program. The Task Force ceases to
exist when the report is submitted. (Section 1(D).)

COMMENT

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) is a federal block grant
to states that has the following four purposes. to provide assistance to needy
families so that children may be cared for in their own homes or in the homes of
relatives; to end the dependence of needy parents on government benefits by
promoting job preparation, work, and marriage; to prevent and reduce the
incidence of out-of-wedlock pregnancies and establish annual numerical goals for
preventing and reducing the incidence of these pregnancies; and to encourage the
formation and maintenance of two-parent families. To be eligible to receive
federal funds under the TANF block grant, a state must submit to the United States
Secretary of Health and Human Services a state plan that includes documentation

IB Legislative Service Commission -2- Am. SB. 313



and certifications about how the state intends to operate its TANF programs. The
documentation and certifications must show that the state will comply with federal
TANF requirements, such as work requirements for certain TANF assistance
recipients. 42 U.S.C. 602.

Continuing state law requires that Ohio's TANF plan provide for several
TANF programs, including the Ohio Works First Program that is administered by
the Department of Job and Family Services. Ohio Works First is a program of
time-limited cash assistance to low income families with children.

Federal law provides that a state's TANF plan may include certification that
the state is going to implement a federal option regarding domestic violence
(referred to in the Code of Federal Regulations as the Family Violence Option
(FVO)). Under that option, a state is to establish standards and procedures to (1)
screen and identify individuals with a history of domestic violence who are
receiving TANF assistance while maintaining the individuals' confidentiality, (2)
refer these individuals to counseling and supportive services, and (3) waive,
pursuant to a determination of good cause, TANF requirements in cases where
compliance would make it more difficult for individuals to escape domestic
violence or unfairly penalize individuals who are or have been victimized by
domestic violence or are at risk of further domestic violence. 42 U.S.C. 602(a)(7).
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