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BILL SUMMARY

e Declares as state policy that educators, administrators, and governing board
members in public schools and public institutions of higher education must have
both high competence in their areas of responsibility and high character ethics, such
that they model and lead students in positive character traits.

e Directs the State Board of Education and the Chancellor of the Board of Regents to
develop mission statements that recognize, include, and value equally high
competence and high character for students.

e Establishes the Ohio Education Leadership Character Ethics Task Force to
recommend standards for leadership character ethics in schools.

e Requires the State Board of Education to adopt leadership character ethics
standards.

e Requires the Chancellor of the Board of Regents to adopt a model leadership
character ethics policy for use by state institutions of higher education.

e Requires the Department of Education and the Chancellor of the Board of Regents,
to organize and host an annual statewide summit on leadership character ethics.



CONTENT AND OPERATION
Leadership character ethics policy statement

(R.C. 3301.90)

The bill declares as state policy that "to the greatest extent possible, educators,
administrators, and governing board members in the public schools and public
institutions of higher education [must] have both high competence in their areas of
responsibility and high character ethics, such that they model and lead students in
positive character traits, including, but not limited to, caring, good citizenship, fairness,
justice, responsibility, trustworthiness, honesty, compassion, courage, kindness,
courtesy, tolerance, self-discipline, self-respect, diligence, perseverance, integrity, and
constructive criticism." It further directs the State Board of Education and the
Chancellor of the Board of Regents each to develop a mission statement "that
recognizes, includes, and values equally the outcome goals of high competence and
high character for students and that will impact and guide all current and future policy
of the State Board and the Chancellor."

Primary and secondary school leadership character ethics standards

The bill establishes a temporary task force to recommend standards for inclusion
of leadership character ethics in professional development for educators,
administrators, and governing board members and in teacher preparation courses. It
requires the State Board to adopt standards based on those recommendations.

Ohio Education Leadership Character Ethics Task Force
(R.C. 3301.91 and 3301.92)

The bill establishes the Ohio Education Leadership Character Ethics Task Force
to recommend standards and other items regarding leadership character ethics in
schools. The Task Force consists of:

(1) Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of
the House, not more than two of whom may be of the same political party;

(2) Three members of the Senate appointed by the Senate President, not more
than two of whom may be of the same political party;

(3) The Superintendent of Public Instruction or the Superintendent's designee;

(4) The Chancellor of the Board of Regents or the Chancellor's designee;
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(5) A person appointed by the Governor, who serves as the chair of the Task
Force.

When it issues a report of its recommendations, due March 31, 2010, the Task
Force will cease to exist.

Recommendations

The Task Force, by March 31, 2010, must develop and report to the General
Assembly and the State Board recommendations, regarding leadership character ethics,
for all of the following;:

(1) Professional development standards for public school educators, including
classroom teachers and administrators. These standards must call for each educator to
complete at least three contact hours per year of leadership character ethics professional
development activities and to write and implement a plan of action for modeling and
teaching character traits in the classroom or other school settings. The Task Force must
develop these recommendations in consultation with the Educator Standards Board.

(2) Professional development standards for members of school district boards,
members of community school governing authorities, and members of STEM school
governing bodies.!

(3) Standards for the integration of leadership character ethics in courses of
study at teacher preparation programs. (See COMMENT.)

(4) Methods of measuring and indicating on the district and school report cards
whether teachers, administrators, and board members are in compliance with
leadership character ethics professional development standards.

(5) Methods for implementation of a pre-kindergarten through higher education
system that promotes both high competence and high character ethics in accordance
with the declared state policy.

Adoption of standards

(R.C. 3301.93 and 3302.03(C)(9))

The bill requires the State Board, based on the recommendations of the Task
Force, to do all of the following:

1 A STEM school governing body may be a unique board or it may be the board of education of the school
district that is participating in the development and operation of the school.
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(1) Adopt rules for professional development standards for licensed public
school educators, including classroom teachers and administrators, and for district and
school governing board members, so that those rules are effective by July 1, 2011. The
rules for educators must require both professional development activities and
individual plans of action. The rules for governing board members must require
professional development activities. The bill specifies that compliance with the rules
may not be required of educators and governing board members of nonpublic schools.

(2) Adopt rules prescribing standards for the integration of leadership character
ethics in courses of study at all teacher preparation programs, so that those standards
take effect by July 1, 2012. (However, the State Board no longer has authority to
approve teacher preparation programs. See COMMENT.)

(3) Establish methods of measuring and indicating whether teachers,
administrators, and board members are in compliance with leadership character ethics
professional development standards for inclusion on the district and school report cards
beginning with the 2011-2012 school year.

Higher education institutional policies

(R.C. 3333.032 and 3333.048)

The bill requires the Chancellor of the Board of Regents to adopt a model
leadership character ethics policy for use by state institutions of higher education and to
develop and implement incentives for those institutions to adopt and implement their
own leadership character ethics policies that are in keeping with the declared state
policy. Moreover, the Board of Regents itself must include in its annual report on the
condition of higher education a list of each institution that has adopted such a policy
and a brief synopsis of how the institution is implementing its policy.

Annual summit
(R.C. 3301.94)

The bill directs the Department of Education and the Chancellor of the Board of
Regents, beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, to jointly organize and host an
annual statewide summit on leadership character ethics that will present best practices
in modeling and teaching positive character traits. The summit must be open to faculty,
administrators, and board members of all public and nonpublic schools and higher
education institutions.
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COMMENT

The bill requires the Ohio Education Leadership Character Ethics Task Force to
recommend, and the State Board of Education to adopt, standards for the integration of
leadership character ethics in courses of study at teacher preparation programs. At the
time the bill was drafted, the State Board was responsible for approving teacher
preparation programs at institutions of higher education. However, Am. Sub. H.B. 1 of
the 128th General Assembly (the 2009-2011 biennial operating budget act), which was
signed into law on July 17, 2009, transferred authority to approve "educator preparation
programs" to the Chancellor of the Board of Regents.? The bill could be amended to
conform it to the changes made by H.B. 1.

HISTORY
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2R.C. 3301.12, 3333.048, and 3333.049, repealed: R.C. 3319.23.
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