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BILL SUMMARY

e Replaces the licensing standards specifying maximum child-to-staff ratios and group
sizes for Montessori programs that combine preschoolers and kindergartners with a
requirement that those programs be consistent with Montessori accreditation
standards.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Under current law governing preschool programs licensed by the Department of
Education, when an accredited Montessori program combines preschool-aged children
and kindergartners in the same classroom, the maximum number of children per staff
member is 12 and the maximum group size is 24 children (the same ratio as for three-
year-olds in non-Montessori preschool classes).! The bill, instead, requires licensed
preschool programs that use the Montessori instructional method to "be consistent
with" child-to-staff ratios and maximum group sizes specified in the accreditation
standards of either the American Montessori Society or the Association Montessori
Internationale when they combine preschoolers and kindergarteners in the same
classroom. (R.C. 3301.56.)

Under the current American Montessori Society school accreditation standards
and criteria, this would raise both the child-to-staff ratio and the maximum group size.
The ratio of students to teaching staff (Montessori credentialed teachers and assistant

! It appears that only Montessori programs may combine preschoolers and kindergartners in the same

classroom, and that other licensed preschool programs may serve only children who are not yet enrolled
in kindergarten. (See R.C. 3301.52(B), not in the bill.)



teachers) for an early childhood classroom (ages 2%z to 6 years) is 15:1, and no more than
30 students can be assigned to a Montessori credentialed teacher.?

Background--Montessori programs

The Montessori method is based on the findings of Maria Montessori (1870-1952).
According to the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), "Montessori classrooms
provide a prepared environment where children are free to respond to their natural
tendency to work. The children's innate passion for learning is encouraged by giving
them opportunities to engage in spontaneous, purposeful activities with the guidance of
a trained adult.”® Children can choose from different activities that are part of the
curriculum and work independently on them. Montessori preschools are
predominantly private, though some Montessori schools in Ohio are public.
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2 http://www.amshq.org/documents/AMS_Standards_Criteria_1_7_09.pdf, last visited 10/16/09.

3 http://www.montessori-ami.org/montessori/approach.htm, last visited 10/16/09.
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