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BILL SUMMARY

e Increases the extension period that may be granted to an advanced practice nurse
participating in the externship that must be completed when the nurse initially
obtains authority to prescribe drugs.

CONTENT AND OPERATION
Background

(R.C. 4723.48, 4723.482, and 4723.484, not in the bill)

Under current law, an advanced practice nurse who is a clinical nurse specialist,
certified nurse-midwife, or certified nurse practitioner may prescribe drugs and
therapeutic devices if the nurse has obtained a certificate to prescribe from the Board of
Nursing.! To obtain the certificate, a nurse must first complete an externship. The
externship allows the nurse to gain experience prescribing drugs and therapeutic
devices while supervised by a physician.

Before a nurse may begin participating in an externship, the nurse must obtain
an externship certificate from the Board. To qualify for the certificate, the nurse must:
(1) be authorized to practice as a clinical nurse specialist, certified nurse-midwife, or
certified nurse practitioner, (2) complete, not longer than three years before the date of
application for the certificate, at least 30 hours of instruction in advanced pharmacology
and related topics, (3) pay the appropriate fee, and (4) provide any additional
information required by the Board.

! Certified registered nurse anesthetists are not eligible for prescriptive authority in Ohio.



The externship's basic requirements are outlined in rules adopted by the Board.?
Currently, the rules require that the externship consist of no less than 1,500 and no more
than 1,800 hours of supervised prescribing practice.?

After completing the externship, the nurse may apply for a new certificate to
prescribe. The new certificate authorizes the nurse to prescribe drugs and therapeutic
devices in collaboration with one or more physicians or podiatrists.

Externship certificate extension

(R.C. 4723.485)

Under current law, a nurse's externship certificate is valid for up to one year.
The Board, however, may grant an extension for an additional year if the nurse shows
the Board evidence of continued participation in an externship.

The bill increases the length of the extension period that the Board may grant to a
nurse who is continuing to participate in an externship. The extension period may not
exceed two years.*
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2 Ohio Administrative Code 4723-9-01 and 4723-9-04. Some of these requirements will be expressed in
statute (R.C. 4723.484) after Am. Sub. S.B. 89 becomes effective March 29, 2010.

3 Five hundred hours of the supervision must be direct, meaning that the supervising professional is on
site, while the remaining 1,000 to 1,300 hours may be satisfied with indirect supervision, consisting of
timely reviews of the nurse's prescribing practices (O.A.C. 4723-9-04).

* The bill does not require that an extension period be granted for two years; rather, it limits the extension
period to no longer than two years. Thus, the Board has authority to decide the length of individual
extensions, up to the two-year limit.
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