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BILL SUMMARY

e Incorporates the Ohio Veterans' Home Agency into the Ohio Department of
Veterans Services and makes the following changes:

--Requires the Department to oversee Ohio veterans' homes and to maintain and
operate the homes in accordance with federal law (R.C. 5907.01).

--Removes references to the Agency, and replaces the Director of Veterans
Services with the Superintendent of the Ohio veterans' homes, as appropriate,
in the laws governing the administration of the veterans' homes (R.C. 3721.50,
5907.02, 5907.021, 5907.08, 5907.10, 5907.11, 5907.12, and 5907.13).

--Limits the veterans' homes chief of police to recommending the appointment of
officers required for veterans' homes instead of appointing them as provided in
current law (R.C. 5907.02).

--Removes a requirement that the Director of Veterans Services make an annual
report to the Governor as to all expenditures and the management of the
Agency (R.C. 5907.02).

--Modifies the law establishing which veterans are eligible to be admitted to a
veterans' home (R.C. 5907.04).

--Repeals the law giving a preference to veterans who served in Ohio military
organizations for admission to a veterans' home (R.C. 5907.05).



--Removes a requirement that the Superintendent of the Veterans' Home Agency
pursue the establishment of a veteran's eligibility for medical assistance under
Medicaid (R.C. 5907.04).

--Removes a requirement that the Superintendent pursue and maintain the
certification of each home's compliance with federal requirements governing
participation in Medicaid (R.C. 5907.04).

--Removes a requirement that permits veterans' home residents' benefit funds to
be used to receive and disburse any donations made for events sponsored by
the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame (R.C. 5907.11).

--Eliminates the requirement that the Department of Administrative Services
provide office space to the Agency (R.C. 123.024).

--Repeals the law exempting the Agency from expiration under the laws
governing the Sunset Review Committee (R.C. 5907.023).

e Modifies the laws governing the Adjutant General and Ohio National Guard by
doing the following:

--Provides that the Adjutant General may not receive flying pay even if the
Adjutant General is an officer in the Air National Guard (R.C. 141.02).

--Provides that the Adjutant General, Assistant Adjutant General for Army, and
the Assistant Adjutant General for Air may take a leave of absence, without
loss of pay, for time spent performing service in the uniformed service as
required by their federally recognized officer status and modifies the manner in
which these positions accrue leave (R.C. 141.02).

--Provides that if the Assistant Quartermaster General (AQG) is a federally
recognized officer, the AQG may take a leave of absence, without loss of pay,
for time spent performing service in the uniformed service as required by the
AQG's federally recognized officer status and modifies the manner in which
this position accrues leave (R.C. 141.02).

--Provides that if the AQG is not a federally recognized officer, the AQG is to
accrue leave in the same manner as other permanent state employees (R.C.
141.02).

--Provides that, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the
Adjutant General, Assistant Adjutant General for Army, Assistant Adjutant
General for Air, and the AQG may retain any federal pay, allowances, and
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compensation received because of any federally recognized officer status in
addition to any state compensation (R.C. 141.02).

--Provides that the Adjutant General is the commander of the Ohio organized
militia in addition to the administrative head and commands the "joint force
headquarters" of the Ohio National Guard instead of the "state area command"
(R.C. 5913.01).

--Provides that the Adjutant General is authorized to enter into contracts with the
federal Social Security Administration for the purpose of securing Social
Security benefits for employees of the Ohio National Guard, instead of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (R.C. 5913.011).

--Provides that the Adjutant General, Assistant Adjutant General for Army, and
the Assistant Adjutant General for Air may have a certificate of eligibility for
federal recognition instead of being a federally recognized officer in the Ohio
National Guard (or Army National Guard or Air National Guard, where
relevant) at the grade of colonel or above (R.C. 5913.021).

--Provides that the AQG must be a federally recognized officer in the Ohio Army
National Guard in the grade of colonel or brigadier general instead of
lieutenant colonel (R.C. 5913.021).

--Modifies the manner in which persons must be commissioned as officers of the
Ohio National Guard by requiring compliance with Army, Air Force, and
National Guard regulations (R.C. 5919.06).

--Modifies the duties of the Adjutant General with regard to required reports
made by the officers of the Ohio National Guard (R.C. 5919.26).

--Provides that the Ohio National Guard must use the system of evaluation used
by the U.S. Army or Air Force in addition to tactics, field exercises, and training
(R.C. 5919.28).

--Provides that the Governor's military staff may include a brigadier general as
an assistant quartermaster general instead of only a colonel or any retired
officer who has appropriate qualifications for the position (R.C. 5913.02).

--Modifies the law establishing who may administer oaths for the purposes of
military administration and affidavits to allow the Adjutant General, instead of
the Governor, to designate additional persons to administer oaths and removes
a limitation preventing officers on the state reserve list and who are not on
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active duty or with the organized militia under orders from the Governor from
administering oaths (R.C. 5924.136).

--Removes the requirement that the Governor's military staff must include four
aides de camp and repeals the law specifying from where the Governor's aides
de camp are to be detailed (R.C. 5913.02 and 5913.04).

e Makes the following changes to the Ohio National Guard Scholarship Program (R.C.
5919.34):

--Provides that an individual who is discharged from the Ohio National Guard
under other than honorable conditions is not eligible for a scholarship.

--Provides that an applicant's scholarship must be reduced by the amount of the
applicant's tuition benefits under a federal scholarship program for post-
September 11, 2001 veterans, except in certain circumstances.

--Provides that no scholarship may be paid on behalf of a person who withdraws
from courses so that the person's enrollment for that term is less than three
credit hours instead of six credit hours.

--Provides that, for post-September 11, 2001 veterans, an individual is eligible for
scholarships for academic terms missed only up to five years from when the
individual's enlistment obligation ends, instead of an open-ended eligibility
time period.

--Removes a requirement that an institution of higher education certify the actual
enrollment of a scholarship recipient to the Adjutant General within 30 days
after the first day of the academic term.

--Provides that if an institution of higher education fails to certify the actual
enrollment of a scholarship recipient listed as enrolled at the institution within
30 days of the end of the academic term, the institution is not to receive
payment from the Program or from the recipient.

--Removes outdated language with regards to Program operations in fiscal years
2000 and 2001.

e Removes a requirement that the Director of Veterans Services publish a biennial
directory of new Ohio laws dealing with veterans (R.C. 3313.616 and 5902.02).

e Provides that, when calculating a taxpayer's adjusted gross income, a taxpayer
deduct the amount received as a veterans bonus as authorized by Section 2r of
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Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, during the taxable year from the Department of
Veterans Services, to the extent not otherwise deducted or excluded in computing
federal or Ohio adjusted gross income for the taxable year (R.C. 5747.01).

e Removes a limitation that vacant armories be leased for only one year (R.C. 5911.10).

e Provides that the proceeds from the sale or lease of a vacant armory may be used for
any purpose under Am. S5.B. 148 of the 109th General Assembly (R.C. 5911.10).!

e Provides that the spouse of a deceased former prisoner of war (POW) may still
apply for and receive a POW license plate even if the spouse has remarried (R.C.
4503.46).

e Provides that the provisions of the bill are not subject to the referendum because
they relate to appropriations for current expenses and therefore the bill goes into
immediate effect (Section 6).

e Modifies appropriations to the Department of Veterans Services to reflect the
incorporation of the Agency and its duties into the Department (Sections 4 and 5).

e Makes an appropriation with regards to compensation for veterans of the Persian
Gulf, Afghanistan, and Iraq conflicts (Sections 4 and 5).

HISTORY
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1 Am. S.B. 148 of the 109th General Assembly was a land conveyance act. The act provided that proceeds
of the sale were to be used by the Adjutant General to assist in the purchase of property better suited to
the Adjutant General's needs or to maintain the Ohio National Guard as required by statute.
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