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BILL SUMMARY

e Authorizes a nonrefundable credit against the personal income tax levied on
individuals, trusts, and estates for expenses incurred for a home energy audit.

CONTENT AND OPERATION
Credit against personal income tax for a home energy audit

(R.C. 5747.72; Section 3)

The bill authorizes a nonrefundable credit against the income tax levied on
individuals, trusts, and estates to be claimed by a taxpayer who, during the taxable
year, incurs expenses for a home energy audit of a residence in Ohio. "Home energy
audit" refers to a home energy efficiency audit performed by a person who is certified
through the Building Performance Institute, Inc.,,! or by a rating provider that is
accredited through the Mortgage Industry National Home Energy Rating System
Accreditation Standards as adopted by the board of directors of the Residential Energy
Services Network.? The bill specifies that the credit applies to taxable years beginning
on or after January 1, 2010.

1 According to the description on the Building Performance Institute, Inc.'s (BPI) web site, available at
http://www.bpi.org/what_standards.aspx, BPI is a standards development organization for residential
energy efficiency retrofit and weatherization work. BPI standards or equivalent are cited by the Home
Performance with Energy Star Program from the U.S. Department of Energy and the Environmental
Protection Agency, as well as several state weatherization assistance programs.

2 The web site for the Residential Energy  Services  Network, available at
http://www.resnet.org/about/resnet, says the Network is a national standards making body for building



Characteristics of tax credit
(R.C. 5747.08, 5747.72, and 5747.98)

In order to claim the credit, the home energy audit must be of a residence in Ohio
that is owned and occupied by the taxpayer when the audit is conducted. The amount
of the credit is to equal the lesser of the cost of the audit or $250, and it may not be
claimed if the taxpayer received the credit for any preceding year.

The bill specifies the order in which the credit is to be claimed in relation to other
credits against the income tax. Additionally, the bill prohibits the home energy audit
credit from exceeding the income tax due for the taxable year after allowing for any
other credit that precedes the home energy audit credit.
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energy efficiency rating systems whose standards are recognized by the federal government for
verification of building energy performance for various federal government programs and by 16 states.
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