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BILL SUMMARY

e Eliminates the expenditure requirements for specified activities that are authorized
to be carried out by the Ohio Grape Industries Committee.

e Authorizes the Committee, for the public purpose of promoting the grape industry,
to provide to wine producers and persons that grow grapes in this state grape
plants, grape vines, equipment, and material to assist in the production of grapes
and grape products.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Current law creates the Ohio Grape Industries Committee to promote the grape
industry in this state (R.C. 924.51, not in the bill). Additionally, the Ohio Grape
Industries Fund is created to provide funding for the Committee's activities. The Fund
consists of 1¢ per gallon from the general tax on the sale and distribution of wine,
vermouth, and sparkling and carbonated wine and champagne; through June 30, 2011,
an additional 2¢ per gallon from that tax; and an additional tax of 2¢ per gallon on such
sale and distribution (R.C. 924.54, 4301.43, and 4301.432, not in the bill).

The Committee is authorized to carry out specified activities and required to
carry out others (R.C. 924.52). Two of the authorized activities are: (1) conducting, and
contracting with others to conduct, research, including the study, analysis,
dissemination, and accumulation of information obtained from the research or
elsewhere, concerning the marketing and distribution of grapes and grape products, the
storage, refrigeration, processing, and transportation of them, and the production and
product development of grapes and grape products, and (2) making or contracting for
market surveys and analyses, undertaking any other similar activities that it determines
are appropriate for the maintenance and expansion of present markets and the creation



of new and larger markets for grapes and grape products, and making, in the name of
the Committee, contracts to render service in formulating and conducting plans and
programs and such other contracts or agreements as the Committee considers necessary
for the promotion of the sale of grapes and grape products. Current law specifies that
for each of those two activities, the Committee must expend no less than 30% and no
more than 70% of all money it receives from the Fund. The bill removes the
expenditure requirements for those activities. (R.C. 924.52(A)(1) and (3).)

The bill also authorizes the Committee, for the public purpose of promoting the
grape industry, to provide to wine producers and persons that grow grapes in Ohio
grape plants, grape vines, equipment, and material to assist in the production of grapes
and grape products (R.C. 924.52(A)(7)).
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